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World Cup 
kick back 
allegations 


INTERNATIONAL soccer chiefs 
have taken personal gifts total- 
ling thousands of dollars from 
Asian countries seeking to influ- 
ence their votes to stage the 
next World Cup, a report.has 
claimed. 

Some of the most senior mem- 
bers of FIFA, world soccer's 
governing body, revealed fer 
the first time how they had re- 
ceived gifts from Japanese and 
South Korean officials involved 
in "aggressive lobbying’ for the 
2002 World Cup finals, the Sun- 
day Times said over the week- 
end, 

Among those receiving gifts - 
in some cases worth nearly 
Stg2000 ($45,100) - was David 
Wil, a vice-president of FIFA 
who represents Britain: on its 
governing body. 

Representatives from Latin 
America and Africa on the FIFA 
executive said they too had 


"It was an attempt to in- 
fluence us ... it was 
small beer compared 
with the Olympic Com- 
mittee but it was a clear 
attempt “ 


received gifts 

Will said he received a laptop 
computer worth Stgl000 
($A2,560) and a video camera 
worth Stg700 ($A1,800) from the 
Japanese. 

“It was an attempt to influence 
us. It was small beer compared 
with the International Olympic 
Committee but it was a clear 
attempt to influence and for this 
reason we said, ‘no more,” he 
said. 

Will admitted to keepirs 
video camera although he said 
he would be happy to return it 

The controversy will increase 
Pressure on FIFA to ensure a 
clean decision for the 2006 
World Cup host, due to be 
made next March. 


A SPECIAL LOOK AT STADIUM AUSTRALIA BY Bruce Campbell 


SOCCER FANS waiting for the 
World XI match in June with antici- 
pation may be in for a rude. shock — 
unless Stadium Australia gets it act 
together. 

Last Saturday night I took in a con- 
cert at the new venue and was 
Shocked to find; 

* no advance information on parking 
or access at Ticketeck outlets 


= 


CAR & UTE RENTA 


SYDNEY, MELBOURNE, 
BRISBANE, CAIRNS 


CARS FROM $29 A DAY 
PH: 61 2 9332 3777 
www.ascotcarrental.com.au 


* no signposting en route from the 
south except for general Homebush 
Bay signs 

* a one hour queue to access a car 
park ticket 

* a one-kilometre loop road which 
took a stream of cars PAST the car 
park just to get a ticket 

* a forty minute walk from car park 
to stadium 


Mark Bosnich: likely to keep goal for Australia against the World XI 


NATIONAL RESERVATIONS 
TEL: 13 24 94 


* a $25 car park fee which must 
make Homebush the most expensive 
piece of real estate in Australia 

Despite the fact that signs outside 
of Car Park 5 declared shuttle service 
busses the disembarked passengers 
were forced to walk to Stadium Aus- 
tralia, 

Officials I spoke to were obviously 
embarrassed. 

When asked why there were no 
general information signposts I was 
told: “We don’t know. , 

“There. have been hundreds of 
complaints but there doesn't seem ‘to 
be any answers.” 

Inside the. Stadium, where the Bee 
Gees played to a 65,000 capacity 
concert-style audience there were 
other shocks at the venue boasted to 
be State of the Art. 

Massive queues, mountains of gar- 
bage and prices which would make a 
New York café proprietor blush 
greeted patrons on arrival. 

Even the much heralded food sery- 
ice was not up to scratch and a tech- 
nical breakdown saw only the most 
meagre fare on offer. 

Bottom of the bill was a muffin at a 
staggering $2.50. 

And the return trip back to the 
badly under signposted car park was 


~—— 


* CONDITIONS APPLY 


a repeat. 

I walked 
past dozens 
of elderly 
and infirm 
patrons, 
even a man 
on crutches 
who was 
clearly. in 
physical — 
discomfort in the heat of a hot Syd- 
ney evening. 

The. coke machine at the entrance 
to the car park was the final insult — 
$2.50 to drain the last bit of cash out 
of totally ripped off patrons. 

All-up I estimated that a night at 
the big soccer game will cost the 
average family of four something like 
$250 — without having even bought 
tickets. 

And after examining the seating on 


_offer about 35,000 seats are not un- 


der cover while at least 20,000 would 
offer unacceptable viewing condi- 
tions for a major football match. 

My advice; either get the train and 
somehow sneak your own food past 
the army of ‘attendants’ or do what I 
will be doing — watch it on the TV. 

By the way, the Bee Gees were 
magnificent! 


INTERNATIONAL RESERVATIONS 


FAX: 61 2 9332 3555 


INSIDE SOCCER is Australia's best read soc- 
cer publication with 50,000 readers nation- 
ally — and we are growing. 

Each week our already expansive coverage 
of the Australian game grows as new features 
and news coverage areas are included. 

Rut Inside Soccer isn’t just the best selling 


soccer publication in Australia — it is the only 
one which deals exclusively with Australian 
content. 

That is why we are number one. 
Providing good value for our advertisers is 
also another feature of our paper and we 
would like to invite advertisers to discuss our 
special value rates and regular features with 
our marketing team. 

Regular advertising supplements 
include; 

FITNESS FOR FOOTBALL 
(ist Tuesday) 

Health/Sports Medicine supplement. 
FOOTBALL ROCKS THE NET 
(8rd Tuesday) 
Computer/Internet supplement. 
SOCCER SHOP 
(Last Tuesday) 

Football Retailers/Wholesalers 
supplement. 

ASK FOR OUR SPECIAL RATES SHEET 
Tel: (02) 4285 7480 
Fax (02) 4285 7481 
E-mail: insidesoccer@hotmail.com 


If you are having trouble get- 
ting a copy of Inside Soccer in 
your local newsagent it may 
well be that he is selling out. 
As we struggle to keep up with 
the growing demand either ask 
your newsagent to reserve you a 
copy or ask him to increase his 
order. 

Our distributor is 


WRAPAWAY ate 
Tel: (02) 9550 1622 


HIGH QUALITY 
SOCCER PRODUCTS 


Official Ball Licencee of 
Soccer NSW 
Official Ball supplier to the 
Australian Women’s 
Soccer Association 
FIFA Approved FIFA Inspected 
Match Balls 
The Australian Owned Sports 
Brand 
Trade Enquiries: (02) 9826 7033 
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Bozza sweats 
blood and gives 
up booze to get 


on world stage 


By David Rosenthal 


Australian — international 
Mark Bosnich says he's 
in no rush to leave 
Aston Villa, but he's am- 
bitious to play first class 
soccer on the world stage 
and he's keeping 
his options open. 

"T have to be realistic 
and say that Australia are 
not. going to win the 
World Cup in my 
lifetime, so for me to 
achieve that I need to be 
playing in the next best 
thing - the Champions 
League and the World 
Club championship when 
it comes into being," he 
said. 

"In an ideal world I 
would stay at Villa. 

“One thing I will never 
forget is that Villa gave 
me my chance in the Pre- 
mier League. 

“T would be lying 
though if I didn't say one 
of my great ambitions 
was to eventually play 
abroad, but it depends on 
the club and on the situa- 
tion. 


-“T want to prove myself 
as a world-class goal- 
keeper. To do that I need 
to perform on a world 
stage." 

Bosnich's Villa con- 
tract expires in summer, 
and from mid-May he 
can officially talk to 
anyone in the Premier- 
ship. 

"I have had inquiries 
through third parties," he 
told the Sunday Express. 

"But I've said the same 
thing to all these people. 

“I do not want to get 
involved in any type of 
discussions until the sea- 
son's over. 

“Whatever offers come 
from other teams I will 
go back to Villa last and 
tell them what has 
been offered, in terms of 
money, facilities, what 
competitions they are in 
and whether I am 
going to be happy there. 

“Then I will ask them: 
"What can you come back 
with?" 

Bosnich's situation has 
been complicated by a 
serious shoulder injury 


which did not help 
Villa sustain its early- 
season promise as league 
contenders. 

During his absence un- 
til three weeks ago, Bos- 
nich heard whispers he 
had used the lay-off to 
feather his nest. 


"I sweated blood to 
come back," he insists. 

His single-mindedness 
to regain fitness is per- 
haps illustrated by a 
change in lifestyle - 


alcohol is gone and the 
only thing he allows him- 
self is an occasional ci- 


Leederville 
Park ready ° 


os 


for Glory 


by Richard Kreider 
in Perth 


PERTH Glory will know 
by the end of next month 
whether or not Leeder- 
ville Oval will be their 
home next season follow- 
ing an emotional meeting 
with the Town of Vincent 
Councillors last Monday 
night. 

The ground is presently 
being used for training 
purposes by Australian 
Rules clubs West Coast 
Eagles of the AFL and 
Subiaco Football Club 
from the local WAFL 
competition. 

With the WA Football 
Commission's (WAFC) 
proposal to extend their 
current leasing agreement 
deemed unsatisfactory, 
the door has now been 
left wide open for Glory 
to begin discussions with 
the Town of Vincent 
Councillors next month. 

The debate, which 
brought one council 
member to tears, eventu- 
ally went five votes to 


two in favour of a recom- 
mendation by chief ex- 
ecutive ‘office John 
Giorgi that they enter 
discussions with the 
Western Australian NSL 
club to take a five year 
lease. 

The current lease, 
which is owned by the 
WAFC, expires on April 
30 - the same time 
Glory's three season 
agreement at Perth Oval 
ends. 

"For WA soccer, this is 
a huge step forward, it is 
almost immeasurable" 
said a delighted Glory 
chairman Nick Tana after 
the meeting. 

WAFC director Jeff 
Ovens is understandably 
disappointed with the 
decision. 

"We've had the venue 
for a very long period of 
time and now someone 
has come along and 
bought it from under- 
neath us" he said. 

"It is a bit of a body 
blow, but that’s life" said 
Ovens. 


The Glory are now 
committed to spending 
almost $3 million to 
changing into Leederville 
Oval into a soccer venue. 

The now. infamous Hill 
fans have not been for- 
gotten either. 

A terraced area behind 
the intended northern 
goal, will be constructed 
in an effort to reproduce 
the same atmosphere that 
is one of the leading at- 
tractions at the East Perth 
ground. 

The clubs training pitch 
will be utilised for park- 
ing during match days. 

Currently, there has 
been nothing concrete 
decided on lighting at the 
new venue, although 
Tana has said this and 
other areas of concern 
like traffic noise - and 
large volume parking will 
be discussed behind 
closed doors at the ensu- 
ing meetings. 

Tt was decided to rec- 
ommend changing the 
venue: name to Leeder- 
ville Park, instead of an 
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earlier sug- 
gestion that 
it be called 
Glorybowl. 

Glory 
spent al- 
most $1 
million in 
upgrading 
and main- 
taining 
Perth Oval 
over the 
three sca- 
sons they 
were there. 

The fig- 
ure also 
includes 
rental 
charges to 
the ground 
owners, the 
East Perth 
Football 
Club. 

"We have 
not diverted from moving 
to @ multi-purpose sta- 
dium, which the WA 
Government has. prom- 
ised to be available in 
around three years time," 
said Glory General Man- 


gar. It's my only vice 
now,” says the Aussic 
mega star. 

“Just a couple a day. 

“Tt might not sound 
very Australian but I 
don't touch a drop of al- 
cohol during the season 
now." 


t 


Inside Soccer's front page story of Feb- 
muary 9 highlight Perth’s plight for a 


mew venue 


ager Roger Lefort. 
"When the new venue 
is up and running, it is 
hoped Leederville Oval 
will still be used by Perth 
Glory for administrative 
and training purposes". 


Krncevic: Kings 


coaching target 


THE Auckland new guys, 
the Footbal! Kings, are 
closer to becoming a soc- 
cer-playing reality as 
interviews with potential 
coaches have already 
started. 

"We have drawn up a 
shortlist of five, from 
New Zealand and over- 
seas, and a_ selection 
panel is. working through 
that," Kings spokesman 
Chris Tumer said. 

The Kings plan a 
launch early next month, 
at which time the coach 
may be named. 

Turner said it was 
planned to hold a func- 
tion involving representa- 
tives from Soccer 
Australia and New Zea- 
land Soccer in the first 
week of April at which 
the club's financial back- 
ers, sponsors and details 
of their home ground will 
be announced. * 

The Kings, a limited 
liability company, will be 
the first club invited into 
Australia's Ericsson Cup 
competition under the 
new licensing agreement 
and will be the first to 
pay a licence fee. 

"That will guarantee us 
a place in the league for 


five years,” Turner said. 

Asked when the first 
payment would be paid, 
Turner said: "When it's 
due we will pay. 

“So far we are the only 
club with a licence al- 
though I understand 
Carlton will need to ‘ap- 
ply for one following 
their change of owner- 
ship." 

Turner and John Batty - 
~ the club's only directors 
following the pre- 
Christmas resignation 
of Noel Barkley for per- 
sonal reasons and, more 
recently Noel Robinson 
following his election to 
the new New Zealand 
Soccer board, will meet 
Tepresentatives from the 
naming rights sponsor 
and financial backers this 
week. 

Turner said a number 
of player inside and out- 
side New Zealand had 
been contacted. 

“But until the coaching 
staff is named we are not 
in a position to make any 
commitment. 

“We are allowed to sign 
five overseas players in 
our first year and we in- 
tend to do that.” 

Carlton coach Eddie 


Eddie Krncevic: said to be an Kings coaching target along with Wynton Rufer 


Kmcevie is believed to 
be a leading contender to 
take charge of the Er- 
icsson Cup newcomer. 
Kings spokesman 
Chris Turner refused to 
speculate on any of the 
candidates but told Inside 
Soccer that there had 
been 16 applicants from 
within New Zealand and 


overseas. 
"We've also had a lot of 
interest from overseas 
players who want to be 
part of the Kings, 
there are probably about 
eight or nine of them 
from Australia," Tumer 
said. 
Soccer 
Krncevic 


sources say 
and Carlton 


development coach Jeff 
Olver are high on the list 
of possibilities for the 
Kings job. 

Turner’ said only that 
the board would be put- 
ting together a coaching 
package a fortnight after 
Easter. 

Krncevic led Carlton to 
a grand final in its first 


season in the Ericsson 
Cup last season, 
but the side has struggled | 
Tately and is in danger of 
missing out on the. play- 
offs unless there's a dras- 
tic change in form. 

Olver is a former Aus- 
tralian goalkeeper while | 
Kmievic is also being 
linked with the Socceroos 
job. 

Kmeevie denied any 
contact with the Kings 
but said he was flattered 
to be linked with - the 
new side. 

"I don't know anything | 
about it but it's nice to be 
wanted," Kmcevic said. 

The Kings have met the 
criteria put forward by 
Soccer Australia for in- 
clusion in the league 
and now need to pay a 
licensing fee of $500,000 
to join the league. 

Turner said research 
had shown that the Auck- 
land-based Kings would 
draw bigger than average 
Ericsson Cup crowds. to 
the 24,000 capacity 
North Harbour Stadium. 

"We are looking for- 
ward to meeting the chal- 
lenge set by Northem 


Sharks appoint 
administrator 


A VOLUNTARY administra- 
tor has been appointed to 
manage the restructuring of 
cash-strapped Hellenic 
Athletic Soccer Club of South 
Australia, which owns the 
Adelaide Sharks national soc- 


the 


cer league team. 


Adelaide chartered account- 
ant Bruce Mulvaney was ap- 
‘pointed with Supreme Court 
approval late last Thursday 
yesterday following an appli- 
cation by a member of the 


club. 


certainty for the 


sporting activities.” 


Mulvaney said he was confi- 
dent that the restructuring 
process would be successful in 
a short time. The club's debts 
were not insurmountable, he 
said. The necessary funding 
for the Sharks' match against 
in Wollongong last weekend 


future,” 
Mulvaney said in a statement. 
"As past debts are now fro- 
zen, members are now free to 
tally behind the club with any 
benefits being ‘directed to 


Gippsland Falcons are hov- 
ering close to the brink of 
financial oblivion with an- 
other six or so clubs said to be 
in a similar predicament. 

The recently released Soccer 
21 document from Soccer 
Australia requires clubs in the 
Year 2000 to have a budget of 
$5million rising to $10million 
a few years afterwards. 

Soccer Australia intends to 
re-launch a new structure for 
the national league by 2000 
and there are certain to be a 


Spirit and Perth Glory 
and surpassing what they 


Revving 
them up 
at Bob 


Jane 

SOUTH Melbourne cap- 
tain Paul 
delivery of a new auto- 
matic BMW 328i last 
week complete with all 
the luxuries courtesy of 
South Melbourne corpo- 
Tate sponsor Melbourne 
BMW. 


Breakers 
= 

bid 
danger 
THE Sydney-based con- 
sortium which has been 
locked in ‘takeover talks 
with a bizzare ‘secret 
group’ for the last six 
months with the Newcas- 
tle Breakers was in dan- 
ger of being told that 
their time was up as In- 
side Soccer went to press, 

Chairman Bill Collins 
confirmed to the Sydney 
Morning Herald last 
week that the club had 
another interested bidder. 

The club is now look- 
ing at that as an alterna- 
tive option while also 
considering whether to 
sell the stadium and re- 
build the team should 
neither option material- 
ise. 

Any new owner of the 
club would first have to 
lodge $500,000 with Soc- 
cer Australia as a fran- 
chise fee and as guaran- 
tee of financial viability 
in the NSL. 


Trimboli took — 


Mulvaney went to Thebar- 
ton Oval training to talk with 
players and club officials 
about his role in the club's 
business affairs, : 

"From this point on the club 
and the players will have some 


had also been guaranteed. 
Already this season Sydney 
United have appointed an ad- 
ministrator as the increasing 
budget required to operate 
successfully in the NSL have 
" hit some clubs hard. 


lot of néw look clubs in opera- 
tion by that time. 

Meanwhile in Adelaide talks 
of a rival consortium and a 
News Limited backed consor- 
tium entering the national 
league continue. 
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“4 Bruce Campbell 


BEING PROACTIVE instead of reac- 
tive; that is one of the differences be- 
tween professionalism and- amateur- 
ism. 

Sometimes it can happen without 
even spending a cent but, at least in 
soccer, more often than not it means 
expanding an already stretched budget 
thus strengthening the link of profes- 
sionalism to that of being paid. 

Two things have’sprung up in recent 
weeks which hint that our game is not 
anywhere near professional enough. 

Firstly, there is the talk about Aus- 
tralian Rules expanding into the 
Campbelltown area of western Sydney 
via the North Melbourne club. 

With the projected demise of West- 
ern Suburbs Rugby League club the 
AFL is targeting one of the fastest 
growing demographic areas in Austra- 
lia. 

They have spotted a potential gold 
mine of future growth and seem intent 
on filling the vacuum which will be 
created when League pulls out. 

A parallel is the emergence of 
Northern Spirit in the area vacated by 
North Sydney Rugby League club. 

The difference, unfortunately, is that 
Northem Spirit happened more by 
chance than design. 

In that I mean that it was a group of 
individuals who looked at an opportu- 
nity and exploited it rather than the 
power brokers at Paddington. 

Lhave no doubt that Soccer Austra- 
lia doesn’t have the capabilities in 
terms of either financial or human 
Tesources to be able to plan ahead to 
that extent. 

But until that happens then we shall 
always be reactive. 

Why can’t a ten year, or even five 


year, plan be drawn up and franchise 
holders invited from certain demo- 
graphic areas? 

I, personally, am fed up hearing 
about another Sydney, Melbourne or 
Adelaide syndicate which wants to 
come into the league. 

Let’s get our act together and get the 
promotion and relegation issue up and 
running to sort that one out. 

Then let our game’s administrators 
be proactive by identifying areas of 
future expansion and building on that. 

In short, let us develop our centres 
of influence rather than developing a 
cluster of clubs all scrapping for the 
same diminishing sponsorship dollar. 

The Soccer 21 document recently 
released by Soccer Australia makes 
bland issue statements such as; “a re- 
structured National league which in- 
cludes strategically located clubs .... 
and “development of a five year na- 
tional business plan for the conduct of: 
the League, based on commercial vi- 
ability .....” - but it does not expand 
on that. 


IT’S ONLY AN OPINION 


Where will those clubs be, what is 
the operating budget required, when 
will promotion and relegation be in- 
troduced, how will it operate, when 
will a flow-through system be imple- 
mented so that all clubs in Australia 
can aspire to National league status 
and so on? 

Tt is too vague, it says all the right 
buzz words but in the end says little. 

It could be a good starting point but 
itis not a working document. 

In short, it is a reaction to the criti- 
cal demands of the Australian public 
but falls short of being proactive. 

Elsewhere in this issue you will 
read of the Macarthur Rams. 

They are situated in that Campbell- 
town area and have everything in 
place to suggest they are a club of the 
future. 

Maybe they do not want to aspire to 
NSL status but surely the guardians, 
of the game owe it to the supporters 
of soccer to ensure that a club from 
such a growth area is in their plan- 
ning. 

The second issue concerns the de- 
mise of soccer coverage in the main- 
stream press. 

Some, probably the majority, would 
say it is because the bigger codes 
have taken their rightful place now 
that their seasons have re-started. 

Probably more in the line of truth is 
that the publicity machines of those 
codes are now in full swing once 
again and supplying what is basically 
a very lazy media with more than 
enough material. 

When a press organisation is bom- 
barded with material from one par- 
ticular source it is too easy for that to 
take dominance in page design and 


copy space, 

Now and again I deviate from per- 
sonal opinion to fact. 

This is one case because I know 
that our NSL clubs do not supply 
enough material. 

Any media publisher will respond 
to being inundated with material, 


particularly when that material is . 


quality. = 

The obvious inference is that both 
League and Rules have better club- 
driven publicity machines. 

It is also fact. 

The Sydney Swans alone have more 
personnel in their media and market- 
ing section than Soccer Australia and 
every NSW NSL club combined. 

That is why they grab more than 
their fair share of media spotlight. 

It isn’t a criticism of our clubs, just 
a statement of fact. 

The progress in soccer as far as 
media output in the last five years has 
been of a quantum leap nature. 

But more is still needed, much 
more. 


Cadet League anomaly 
Hello to the people Ad- 
ministering the Amateur 
leagues in NSW. 

In the season of 1998 
my son was a player in 
the local Illawarra soccer 
club with Figtree Junior 
Soccer club. 

They are wonderful 
people managing the 
largest junior soccer 
club in the Illawarra. 

My son was a player in 
the Under 10's Ist divi- 
sion team and he en- 
joyed it as a player im- 
mensely. 

Over the  suyinmer 
months he decided that 
he would try out for the 
Illawarra Under 11's 
Tepresentative side and 
also the Illawarra Lions 
new Under #l's cadet 
league side. 

He just missed when 
the side was cut to 16 
and was disappointed. 

But I pointed out to 
him that if you have any 
inkling of a professional 
career in soccer this will 
happen over and over 


again. 

Well he tried for the 
Lions cadet league side 
and made it into their 
squad; obviously he was 
over joyed. 

He asked me if he 
could register with a 
local club as well. 

My initial reaction was 
no, thinking that it 
would be to much for 
him, but he has always 
wanted to play goal- 
keeper and I caved in. 

I would not let him try 
out for the Figtree club 
as they have an excellent 
keeper there in the 11 


year old group. 

After talking to a a 
number of people in the 
Coniston Junior soccer 
club. I found out that, 
they were looking for an 
11 year old keeper for 
their first division side. 

Arrangements were 
meade for my son to trial 
with them, they had 
brought in a keeper from 
another Illawarra premier 
league senior team to test 
him out, the verdict was 
that he has potential as a 
keeper with training. 

The scene was set; he 
would play keeper with 
the local Coniston club. 

He has trained continu- 
ously with Coniston’ and 
the Lions (as an outfield 
player with the Lions). 

I registered him with 
the Coniston club, paid 
my $50 registration fee, 
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went out and paid $39 for 
his shirt, $16 for name 
and number, $34 for his 
padded shorts and $50 
dollars for his gloves, not 
to mention the $16 for 
his training gloves. 

Wow that comes to 
$215 I spent on my son, 
the son that cannot get 
enough soccer, even 
seven “days a week of 
soccer is not enough for 
hint. 

Plenty of times I have 
had to put the brakes on 
him only to upset him all 
the while feeling guilty, 


but as I have read in- 


books too much can be 
detrimental, but how true 
is this? 

After spending all this 
Money, and local regis- 
trations have closed, we 
are informed that the ca- 
det league players are not 
allowed to play in the 
local amateur league. 

You have no idea of the 
family problem this has- 
caused, I feel like Iam on 
trial by my son, “It’s all 
dads fault“, you know 
that don’t you. 

I would like clarifica- 
tion, does this extend to 
all 11 and 12 year olds 


not being allowed to dual 
register or just the cadet 
league, because if it is all 
11 and 12 year olds you 
will find the local rep 
kids still dual registering. 

I really don't know 
much of the management 
of soccer in NSW only 
there is a federation and 
the amateurs, I then think 
who is Soccer NSW. 

My boy has potential to 
develop as a keeper and a 
player who no doubt will 
eventually make up his 
mind where he wants to 
play — this is not coming 
from me its always up to 
the boy, I only lay his 
options on the table and 
he decides. 

Gregory Plakias for 
Christian Alexander 
Plakias aged 11 and a 
soccer player 

Figtree, NSW 
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(This letter was also sent 
to the NSWASF. 

We have printed most 
of its contents because it 
touches on a very real 
problem for parents. 

I could be smart and 
write that if you had been 
@ regular reader of In- 
side Soccer then you 
would have more knowl- 
edge of the situation. 

But that would help 
nobody, 

The problem is that 
your son wants to regis- 
ter with clubs who oper- 
ate under the auspices of 
two different federations. 

The Cadet League is 
under the control of the 
NSW Soccer Federation, 
the local Mlawarra jun- 
iors under the control of 
the NSW Amateur SF, 

In Illawarra the ISA 
registers its junior play- 
ers through the Amateurs 
and the seniors through 
the Federation so the 
complication gets bigger. 

Next week I'll speak to 
officials from all three 
organisations and maybe 
we'll get some answers. — 
Ed). 


Common Sense 


THE recent news that 
Oceania will have direct 
qualification to the 2006 
World Cup must have the 
Kiwis jumping for joy. 

By then the Auckland 
Kings should be firmly 
entrenched in the NSL 
fans chock full of New 
Zealand internationals. 

The All Whites will be 
playing together every 
week in the Australian 
competition. 

Make no mistake, this 
side, man for man less 
skilled than the Soc- 
ceroos, can beat a team of 
overseas stars thrown 
together only weeks be- 
fore the play offs, and 
with little preparation. 

Many English Premier 
league teams are quite 
capable of defeating the 
current English interna- 
tional side. 


This is because they 
have developed greater 
teamwork and under- 
standing through hours 
training and playing to- 
gether. 5 

Soccer Australia will be 
condemned by future 
generations for this deci- 
sion. 

Soccer in Australia 
needs the impetus of a 
successful Socceroo side, 
for it is only through me- 
dia attention that soccer 
will enter mainstream, 
consciousness. 

Such attention will 
mainly be achieved by 
the Socceroos playing on 
the world stage, as wit- 
nessed during that memo- 
rable encounter with Iran, 

If we are not on that 
stage, Australian soccer 
will not reach the heights 
it so richly deserves. 

Again, soccer adminis- 
trators (I will not mention 
the Confederations Cup 
debacle) have failed to 
use that apparent rare 
commodity at Soccer 
Australia, common sense. 

“Never give the sucker 
an even break,’ as the 
saying goes. 

The All Blacks have 


revelled for years in 
dominating and humiliat- 
ing their opposition. 

Thave nothing personal 
against the Kiwis, but I 
am quite sure if the boot 
was on the other foot 
they would not Iet Aus- 
tralia join their domestic 
competition. 

We should not make 
comparison to the failure 
of the Auckland Warriors 
in the ARL and the Kiwi 
rugby league side’s lack 
of success against the 
Kangaroos. 

The Kangaroos have far 
better preparation than 
fhe “Socceroos, such as 
three. state of origin 
games, the players do not 
have to travel from over- 
Seas. 

Will soccer ever learn. 

Gary Brooke 
Casula NSW 


DON’T MISS THIS 


Inside Soccer’s SPECIAL 8 PAGE NSW SUPER | 
LEAGUE SUPPLEMENT featuring BLACKTOWN | 
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SPECIAL ADVERTISING RATES AVAILABLE 
Ring (02) 4285 7480 and ask to speak to Steve 
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VICTORIA 
Country 


Castlemaine 
Castlemaine Sportscene: (03 5472 4799) 


Bendigo 
Bicknells Sports (03 5443 4299) 


Geelong 
De Grandi Cycle & Sports (03 5221 5099) 


Cobram 
Cobram Sportspower (03 5872 2844) 


Ballarat 
Premier Direct Sports (0412 854 223) 


Wodonga 
Tony Conway Sports (02 6024 1166) 


Albury 
Noina Bros (03 6021 3433) 


Echuca 
The Sports Edge (03 5482 5717) 


Moe 
Tony Sportz (03 5126 1266) 


Swan Hill 
A&N Sports (03-5032 3042) 


METROPOLITAN 


G Knight Sportsgoods (03 9557 7868) 
637 Centre Rd, Bentleigh East 


Pascoe Vale Sportscene (03 9354 2791) 
403A Bell Street, Pascoe Vale South 


Premier Direct Sunshine (0412 854 223) 


Sportsmart 
~ Moorabbin (03 9553 3011) 
Noble Park (03 9548 5188) 
Northcote (03 9482 1833) 


FREE 1999 CATALOGUE 
HEAD OFFICE: (02) 9557 5522 TOLL FREE: 1800 803 151 


INSTANT REWARDS 


REWARD your club with free soccer balls. 


Buy REAL soccer products from our retailers. QUEENSLAND 


REWARD your club with free soccer balls. NEW SOUTH WALES 


Buy REAL soccer products from our retailers. 


Newcastle West 
Cessnock Sportscene — Ph: 02 4990 4091 
land Sports Ph: 02 4934 2094 
Ray Baartz Sports Ph: 02 4969 5533 
Mr. Sports Ph: 02 4934 8379 
* Rebel Sports Charlestown Ph: 02 4942 5066 


Sydney Metro 

Captain Sports Young Ph 02 6382 1650 Pacific Sports Ph: 02 9398 4514 Mait- 
Forbes Sportscene Ph: 02 6851 2277 Mike Pawleys Ph: 02 9981 2633 
Parkes Sportscene Ph: 02 6862 2045 Kingsgrove Sports Ph: 02 9502 4533 
Dubbo Sportscene Ph: 02 6882 5958 Goadbuddy Sports Ph: 02 9525 1895 
Mudgee Sportscene Ph: 02 6372 1495 — Soccer City: Ph: 02 9567 5189 
Mudgee Sportspower Ph: 02 6372 1929 

Southern Highlands Wollongong 

Gillmans Sportspower Goulbum 02 4821 3572 The Sports Shop Ph; 02 4229 1584 
Gillmans Sportspower Bowral 02 4861 2553 Sportsmans Warehouse Warrawong 
Hart McGuinness Bowral 02 4861 2166 Corrimal Sportscene Ph: 02 4285 9037 


North Shore 

St lves Sportscene Ph: 02 9449 4840 
Lindfield Sports Ph: 02 9416 8077 
Epping Sportscene Ph: 02 9896 5024 
Rebel Chatswood Ph: 02 9419 2333 


South West 

Allround Cricket Sports Ph: 02 9609 5000 
Fairfield Sportscene Ph: 02 9726 9777 

Four R Sports Ph: 02 9727 9022 

Kingsgrove Campbelltown Ph: 02 4628 9288 
Liverpool Sportscene Ph: 02 9601 7316 
Rebel Bankstown Ph: 02 9707 3344 


ACT Central Coast North West 
Sportsman’s Warehouse Fyshwick 026280 4800 Waratah Sports Supplies 02 4323 9733  Strudwicks Sportsworld 
Sportsman’s Warehouse Belconnen 02 6251 1485 Tamworth Ph: 02 4323 9733 
Sportsman’s Warehouse Tuggeranong 02 6253 4755 

Rebel Belconnen Ph: 02 6253 4755 


WESTERN SUBURBS 

Allround Cricket & Sports Ph: 02 4733 3555 
Rebel Penrith Ph: 02 4721 5521 

Hometown Sports Ph: 02 9832 2855 
Kingsgrove Westside Ph:.02 9890 2311 


South Coast Riverina 

Nowra Sportspower Ph: 02 4423 4495 —_ Evans Sports Ph: 02 6962 3082 
Nowra Sportscene Ph: 02 4421 3747 Brian Lawrence Sports 02 6921 4583 
Batemans Bay Sportscene 02 4472 5053 

GL & KL Sports Ph: 02 6495 1701 


Penrith Sportscene Ph: 02 47215909 Windsor Sportscene Ph: 02 4577 3022 
Rebel Blacktown Ph: 02 9831 3966 Rebel Parramatta: Ph: 02 9891 1611 
Peter Wynns Ph: 02 9891 2655 Team Sports Ph: 02 9680 2450 


FREE 1999 CATALOGUE 


HEAD OFFICE: (02) 9557 5522 TOLL FREE: 1800 803 151 


REAL 


Brisbane Metropolitan 

Strudwicks Sportsworld 
Ipswich Ph: 07 3812 3533 
Beenleigh Ph: 07 3807 4256 
Browns Plains Ph: 07 3273 6309 
Sunnybank Hills Ph: 07 3273 6309 

Sportscrazy Ph: 07 3371 5022 


Sportspower 
Canndale Ph: 07 3843 0244 
Indooroopilly Ph: 07 3378 8688 
Garden City Ph: 07.3219 4944 
Capalaba Ph: 07 3823 2266 
World of Sport Ph: 07 3899 3777 


Macsports Ph: 07 3254 5562 
Soccer Stuff Ph: 07 3823 1769 
Hart Sports Ph: 07 3352 6000 
Soccerworld Ph: 07 3357 5777 


Queensland Regional 

Ayr : Gladstone 

Sportspower Ph: 07.4783 1214 Sportscene Ph: 07 4972 5071 
Biloela Gold Coast Maryborough 

Wiltons Sportsscene Ph: 07 4992 1142 Racquet & Balls Sports Ph: 07 5531 6511 Sportscene Ph: 07 4122 4133 
Sportspower Pacific Fair Ph: 07 5531 6244 Maryborough Team Sports Ph: 07 4121 6422 
Sportspower Tweed City Ph: 07 5524 6211 

Sportspower Elanora Ph: 07 55982778 Mt Isa 

Sportspower Australia Fair Ph: 07 5531 2966 Sportscene Ph: 07 4749 5157 

Caims S.C. Sports Ph: 07 5529 4499 
Far North Sportspower Ph: 07 4031 6106 


Mareeba 
Claude Cater & Co. Ph: 07 4092 1319 


Bundaberg 
Soccer Shack Ph: 07 4151 6596 


Rockhampton 
Nevitie Coombs Sports Warehouse 
Ph: 07 4749 5157 


Charters Towers Innisfail 
Sportscene Ph: 07 aries 3254 Sports Stop Ph: 07 4061 6733 
Sunshine Coast 


Soccer 2 U Ph: 07 5444 0130 
Strudwicks Sportsworld Ph: 07 4957 8388 Sportspower Ph: 07 5443 7299 | 


Dalby : ; Mackay 
Hedges Sports Store Ph: 07 4662 3078 


“Townsville 
Sportscene Ph: 07 4772 3666 


Toowoomba 
Strudwicks Sportsworld Ph: 07 4636 0111 


te 


a 
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ENGLISH Premier 
league side West Ham 
United is currently home 
to two Australians, Stan 


Lazaridis and Chris 
Coyne. 

While Lazaridis is a 
regular in the senior 


squad, Coyne is starting 
to make his own impact 
in that direction, and is 
confident that: senior 
football is not too far 
away. 

"Things are looking 
good here at West Ham at 
the moment,” says the 
youngster who originally 
hails from West Austra- 


BERNAL 
OFF 


After starting the match, 
Andrew Bernal was sent 
off in the 39 minute for 
serious foul play in 


recent match as Reading 
won 2-1 at home to Wy- 
combe Wanderers. 


Bermal, the former 
Sydney Olympic de- 
fender has now been 
sent off twice this sea- 
son. 


Each Child receives: 


APPLICATION FORM 


Club Marconi, 
Marconi Plaza, 
Bossley Park, 
NSW 2176. 


CHILD'S NAME/S 
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Coyne 
waiting for 
his chance 


lia. 

“I’m being put into the’ 
squad of 18 on a weekly 
basis — at the moment. 

“The boss is going with 
experience on the bench 
so I’m just missing out, 
but -that will come with 
time. 

"I must admit I was 
stressing a little bit before 
Christmas, but now I’m 
really enjoying myself. 

“I think coming back 
to play for the Olyroos in 
January really helped, it 
broke the monotony of 
what I felt was week in 
week out with no re- 
wards, but now I feel a 
lot better and the oppor- 
tunities are showing 
themselves. 

"I speak with my man- 
ager on a regular basis, 
and he’s aware of my 
desire to be playing first 
team football on a weekly 
basis — there has been 
talk of loaning me out but 
for the moment I’m stay- 
ing put with West Ham." 

The West Australian is 
known more for his de- 
fensive qualities than 
strike action, but he was 
in the right place at the 


right time a couple of 
weeks ago, although at 
this stage he’s not press- 
ing for a move up front. 
"Yeah, I scored my first 
goal against Reading a 


‘couple of weeks ago in 


the reserves,” 
Coyne. 

“OK, just in case you 
hear it from someone 
else, it was a header 
which- could have gone 
anywhere — but it went 
into the back of the net, 
and I got my first goal." 

At least this Aussie 
Abroad has the benefit of 
having an experienced 
Socceroo with him, to 
help him through the 
more difficult times ... or 
should that be ‘had the 
benefit’?? 

"Having Stan 
(Lazaridis) here at the 
club is great because it’s 
not just a motivation. for 
me. 

“We also get on really 
well even although we 
don’t really mix in the 
same social group be- 
cause of the age differ- 
ence — he’s ‘old you 
know — no, you wouldn’t 
print that would you?” 


says 


Closing Date is Friday $th April, 1999. 


(Work) T SHIRT SIZE 


CLINIC" 


WHERE: Marconi Stadium, Bossley Park 
WHEN: Tuesday 13th April to Thursday 15th April, 1999 
TIME: 9am through to 12 Noon 

AGES: Boys and Girls from § years old 
WHAT TO BRING: Your Boots, Shinpads, Socks and Shorts 
COST: $100.00 per Child - Group Discounts for 5 or more. 


Nine (9) Hours of expert tuition 

One authentic ‘Camp Stallions’ T’Shirt 
One ‘Uhlsport’ Soccer Ball 

1998/99 Marconi Squad Poster 


Family pass to the remaining Marconi Stallions’ home games at Mar 


coni Stadium (excl. Semi Finals) 
Autographed Photo with the Marconi Team 
3 ‘Soccer International’ Magazines 
Free Snacks and refreshments 
Daily End of Clinic Report Card 


Please complete and send with payment to: 
MARCONI “Camp Stallions” COACHING CLINIC 


AGE ADDRESS 
SKILL LEVEL POSITION 
of Club Marconi to act for me, according to their best judgement, 
ability for injury or illness incurred at the coaching clinic. 


Headed for 
bigger things 


in Trabzon 


FORMER South Mel- 
bourne star Tansel Baser 
made the move to Turkey 
over Christmas, and has- 
n’t looked back. _ 

He is a regular member 
of the starting line-up, his 
club is amongst the Turk- 
ish First Division top 
four teams and looking at 
Europe — and the atmos- 
phere is second to none. 

"Today’s home win 
was excellent, but last 
week I played the full 90 
minutes against Fenerba- 
hee, a team that plays 
regularly in the European 
competitions, and it was 
the best feeling, I just 
can’t describe the atmos- 
phere," Baser told Inside 
Soccer last weekend. 

"That was an ‘away 
game for us and there 
were about 35,000 people 
there and they wouldn’t 
stop singing. 

"We still have to play 
Galatasaray and Beshik- 
tas, and these games will 
be very special because 
they have to come to us. 

“We are expecting 
more than 45,000 people, 


provided we keep per- 
forming, and it’s really 


COACHES INCLUDE: Marconi Head Coach: Frank Farina, Captain Brad Maloney, Kris Trajanovski, 
Vlado Zoric, Zeljko Babic, Dominic Longo, Brendan Renaud PLUS a host of other Marconi stars 


MEDICAL CONDITIONS (If Any) 
in any emergency requiring medical attention. I further release Club Marconi and staff from any and all li- 


something to look for- 
ward to." 

Trabzonspor hasn’t 
won a title in 14 years, so 
the pressure is on from 
the fans, but it’s some- 
thing that Baser just takes 
in his stride. 

"The piace I’m staying 
in, Trabzon isn’t quite 
like Istanbul and there 
aren’t many places to go 
out and have fun, or go 
shopping, unlike the 
places where some of my 


friends have ended up,” 


he said. 
"T wake up, go to train- 
ing, come back, lunch, 


rest — that’s my whole . 


day here — but that’s what 
Tm here to do, and at na. 
time have I questioned 
the move — I’m very 
happy with it. 

"This team will defi- 
nitely play in Europe next 
year, probably in the 
UEFA Cup and I hope 
we come up against a 
really big club first 
round, because if you 
show yourself there, you 
never know what might 
happen.” 

Unlike the more tem- 
perate climate experi- 


P'CODE 
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enced by Kosta Salapasi- 
dis in Spain, headquarters 
for Baser is 50 metres 
away from the Black Sea 
where unfortunately at 
near zero degrees, the 
weather’s too cold for a 
dip. 

Not quite the same as 


the sweltering conditions .. 


he left in Australia, with 
his South Melbourne 
"family" being the one 
thing he misses most in 
Turkey, 

"South Melbourne was 
family — when we won 
the championship last 
year the mateship we had 
where everyone was just 
like brothers was incredi- 


‘ble,” he says. 


"Here, because of the 
greater pressures, every- 
one-plays a little more for 
themselves which is un- 
derstandable — but it’s 
also a lesson in life for 
me." 


No Dutch treat for 


A country like Turkey 
can often prove daunting 
when it comes to lan- 
guage and cultural differ- 
ences, but one of the 
problems so often faced 
by many of the Aussies 
Abroad is reversed in this 
case. 

"I have zero problems 
with the language barrier, 
in fact the coach here is 
English and he’s the one 
with the interpreter,” says 
Baser, who holds dual 
Australian. and Turkish 
citizenship. 

"It. works OK — he'll 
say a few sentences and 
then the interpreter kicks 
in — I listen to both, so I 
can see whether the 
coach is actually doing 
the coaching, or whether 
the interpreter has de- 
cided to have a go!" 

Either way, Tansel 
Baser and Trabzonspor 
are headed for big things. 


nte 


FORMER Sydney United Ante Milicie star 
has been substituted in NAC Breda 

games, both losses, as the Dutch club has 
slipped to last place in the First Division. 


CAMP STALLIONS SOCCER 
COACHING CLINIC 


WANT TO BE COACHED BY THE STARS AT MARCONI? 
YOU CAN THESE EASTER SCHOOL HOLIDAYS AT MARCONI STA- © 
DIUM BY ATTENDING "CAMP STALLIONS SOCCER COACHING 


TELEPHONE NUMBERS (Home) 
lI authorise the coaches and staff 


The Youngest NSL Player In His- 
tory? 

ACCORDING to VIS Head Coach 
Emie Merrick, one Scott McDonald 
is possibly the youngest player to set 
foot on NSL turf. 

The VIS player was on loan to 
Gippsland Falcons, was bofn on the 
21st August 1983 and is part of the 
young brigade on tour to Johor 
Bahru on April 4 together with 19, 
other young guns from the VIS. 

McDonald would have been 15 
years and about 7 months on debut. 

That ranks closely to debutantes 
such as John Markovski (Sunshine 
George Cross) and Malcolm Meilak 
(Parramatta Eagles) who were also in 
that late 15 year old category. 

Historians of the game can, proba- 
bly name several more including 
Peter Raskopoulos who tumed out 
for Marconi Fairfield at a similar age. 
(Sorry guys, you’re both wrong, A 
quick flick at the Asics Australian 
Soccer Yearbook tells me that Daniel 
Watkins made his debut for Par- 
ramatta Eagles in 1995 to claim the 
record — watch out for the reprint due 
out in June of this year. — Ed). 


VIS On Overseas Tour 

THE start of the Australian Under 20 
World Youth Cup campaign in Nige- 
ria also coincides with the VIS tour 
of Malaysia which takes in a two 
week, four game itinerary organised 
by former AIS Head Coach Ron 
Smith (pictured) who assisted Mer- 
Tick. 

All but one of the touring party is 
eligible for Aussie representation at 
either Under 17 or Under 21 level in 
99, 2001 or 2003. 

Former South Melbourne defender 
Aaron Healey will act as assistant 
coach, 


Old Habits Die Hard 
NEWCASTLE Breakers keeper Bob 


Damianos en 
life at Xanthi 


OLYROO Bill Damianos 
has enjoyed mixed on- 
field fortunes at his new 
Greek club, Skoda Xan- 
thi, since transferring this 
season. 

"Pve been playing 
quite regularly and out of 
the 24 games or so I 
would have started half 
of them and come off the 
bench for most of the 
others so I’m just taking 
my chances when | can,” 
says Damianos. 

"It took a little while to 
settle in more because of 
the different climate than 
anything else, but the 
past eight months have 
gone really quickly. 

“It’s (seems) like yes- 
terday I can remember 
leaving Melbourne air- 
port." 

In fact,-Damianos and 
his former South Mel- 
bourne team-mate Tansel 
Baser could almost be 
living parallel lives with 
their respective clubs, so 
similar are their personal 
and club aims. 

“The club I’m with is in 
a small town, but known 
to produce a lot of good 
players,” says Damianos. 


FACTS 


INFO. NEWS VIEWS  TRIVI. 


Catlin has continued to maintain 
good form on and off the park. _ 

Wheatley's World witnessed Catlin 
in not so rare form off the field at a 
recent Northern Spirit fixture. 

Feeling slightly peckish after head- 
ing back from a return Newcastle to 
Sydney training session Catlin in- 
structed teammate Glen Sprod to do 
the business. 

During a slow period in the first 


half Sprod dashed off to a return 
minutes later with the ammunition. 
Four steak sandwiches were deliv- 
ered pronto to an eager Catlin. 
The goods were split — but not on 
an equal basis. 


Foot In Mouth 

AT THE head of ABC’s TV Match 
of the Round last week I felt both 
Marconi and Carlton were set to pro- 


Bill Damianos: how the South Melbourne fans remember him 


duce a ‘ripper’. 

The two sides were facing an early 
exit form the contention for the finals 
race 

By half time many in the gallery 
felt the players should have repaid 
the small crowd their. ticket price 
such was the poor show. 

Marconi boss Tony Labbozzetta 
agreed in his post match assessment. 

Thankfully three late goals within a 


FACTS 


INFO NEWS 


final flurry of activity sealed the 
match for the fortunate Fairfielders. 


Major Crowds Expected 

TICKET sales for the Women’s 
World Cup ljook’set to reach some 
tecord heights in June this year. 

The Matildas who are set to per- 
form in Boston, Washington DC and 
New York/New Jersey wili feature 
before some of the biggest careers of 
their lives. 

Should they proceed past the group 
matches they will move onto either 
San Francisco or Washington. 


Web site Update 

SOCOG outlined last week the pre- 
dicted amount of traffic to visit the 
site during the 17 day festival of 
sport. 

Before announcing their prediction 
Mark Jackson, head of SOCOG* 
Internet, referred the group to At- 
lanta statistics. 

The official site in Atlanta received 
187,000,000 hits, Nagano which was 
a smaller winter campaign was vis- 
ited 634,716,480 times and the Syd- 
ney base, launched in June, is ex- 
pected to attract several billion hits 
such is the depth and diversity of 
Sydney’s first class Internet home. 


Top Six Contenders Finalised 

Only eight sides have a realistic 
chance of taking this season's NSL 
Championship. 

Brisbane Strikers, Northern Spirit 
and Marconi kept the lifeline open 
with crucial victories. 

Brisbane face the most difficult 
away assignment in Round 27 on the 
toad to South Melbourne. 

The campions will be flat out over 
Easter with a March 31. thriller 
against third placed Glory. 

ABC cameras will be heading to 
South Australia for the traditional 
derby between City and Sharks. 


joying 


“Their main focus is to 
get into Europe and then 
to sell the young players, 
and start the process 
again. We’re currently 


running sixth on the lad- 
der and with the top six 
teams going into Europe 
we’re still in the qualify- 
ing process, and just 


have to prove consis- 
tent —,and I know my 
opportunities will come." 

While speaking the 
language makes life so 


much easier, and lunch in 
a typical Greek taverna is 
part of normal life, Dami- 
anos does miss his family 
and team-mates, although 


South Melbourne was 
brought a lot closer re- 
cently. 

"I was flicking the sta- 
tions on the TV the other 


day and there was the 
grand prix live from Mel- 
bourne, so I got this big 
pang of home-sickness,” 
he says. "It was really 
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weird seeing Albert Park 
especially sitting in my 
apartment in Greece, but 
after eight months away I 
really enjoyed it.” 
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by Stuart Jones 


WE HAVE all read articles on 
what it is like to be an Austra- 
lian professional _ footballer 
and play away from Australia 
but too often it is forgotten 
that the same sorts of prob- 
lems are dealt with every day 
by those boys who have come 
to Australia from overseas to 
play. 

Northern Spirit star Kre- 
simir Marusic is one of those 
imports, although he has 
been around for long enough 
now that many to think of him 
as an Aussie. 

“Tt is hard, I have a young 
family and they should always 
come first,” he says openly. 

“J love this country, I am 
proud of what I have achieved 
here, itis so relaxed and won- 
derful. 

“That is not to. say that we 
do not miss Croatia. 

“T have family and friends 
over there, I have not been 
back for so long due to me 
changing clubs in Australia. 

“T get home sick around 
Christmas and New Year, af- 
ter all my mother and a lot of 


friends are back there. 
“Plus my wife has all her 
friends and family over there. 


“There are so many little 
things that you miss out on. 

“For example my wife and I 
may want to go out for the 
evening, 

“We have to get a baby- 
sitter as there is no family here 
and you are never 100% com- 
fortable whilst you are out, 
you can’t enjoy yourself as 
much as you would like. 

“Other players in the team 
are younger with girlfriends or 
just newly married, it is tough 
on my wife to make lots of 
friends as she has to look after 
the girls all the time whilst I 
am away. 

“T think it would be great to 
go back to Croatia for a cou- 
pie of months just to relax. 

“Then when I come back I 
think I can enjoy myself more 
and concentrate on the game, 
it would be a good pressure 
reliever. 

“However 1 would want to 
come back because this coun- 
try and my friends here are a 
teally big part of me.” 

Part of the problem has 
been moving between Mel- 
bourne and Sydney between 
clubs, but Marusic has found 
Northern Spirit to be much to 
his liking. 

“This club has tried to do 
things differently,” he says of 
the club which has taken the 
country by storm. 

“We tried on the park to 
play more of a European style, 
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one touch and hold possession 
until an opportunity comes. 

“Training is much more 
European based and is always” 
different. 

“Tt is not similar to anything 
I have had before in Australia, 
more like back in Croatia. 

“I had a great time at the 
Knights and Sydney United as 
we had winning sides, how- 
ever this season has been my 
most enjoyable in Australia 
because we have played good 
soecer. 

“What is more I feel lama 
better player because my team 
mates are using me properly, I 
am getting the ball at my feet 
more often and have been 
given freedom on the park. 

“{ prefer the free role in the 
middle of the park as I can 
make my own space with the 
ball. 

“T can make plenty of runs 
off the ball but I am half the 
player I am when I have the 
ball at my feet. 

“The team spirit is great at 
the club. 

“Iam lucky that we picked 
up so many class players, in- 
cluding six internationals, so 
we play good football. 

“We should be even better 
but we started from nothing 
this season and it is hard to 
mould 20 players together into 
a team.” 

His thoughts on the style of 
play gives an indication of 
what Kresimir Marusic thinks 
of playing up front. 

“TI am only comfortable up 
there if we are playing certain 
styles of football,” he says. 

“At Northern Spirit we play 
that nice build up work and 
play to feet so I am happier up 
front. 

“If we were playing the long 
ball game, or more of an Eng- 
lish style I think I would be 
very unhappy. 

“I am no use to anyone 
when the ball is played in the 
air. 

“The other thing is that I 
have found I am man marked 
by up to two players this sea- 
son, 

“Tt makes things more diffi- 
cult for me but it can work out 
to help the team. 

“Those markers have to fol- 
low me everywhere, even if I 
am not involved in the game 
much which frees up one of 
my team mates. 

“If my team mates play well 
then we can use it to our ad- 
vantage. 

“The other thing about 
markers is they have to follow 
you for the full ninety min- 
utes. 

“If you concentrate on the 
game the whole time you will 


always pick up one or two 
chances. 

“They will leave you for two 
or three seconds, and if you 
are good enough you will take 
full advantage of it. 

“Sometimes it is hard to 
concentrate, especially at 
North Sydney Oval with the 
crowd and everything going 
on around you. 

“If things go wrong on the 
field you can get frustrated 
and try to change the world on 
the park but by then you are 
not focusing on the game and 
you will lose out.on the half 
chance you will be presented. 

“The crowd makes a big 
difference. 

“Playing in front of 17 thou- 
sand each week is a huge 
buzz. 

“When I was back in.Croatia 
the war was-on so I only 
played in front of crowds of 

16,000 or so. 

“It is great to play in front of 
so many happy people, and it 
is great to say they really en- 
joy it. 

“As for the playing surface 
itself it is really quick out 
there, and is slippery in the 
middle. 

“I think, however, that next 
season will show our advan- 
tage at home as we will be so 
familiar with the ground as 
compared to the opposition 
who will play here just the 
once. 

“That once is always a big 
game for the opposition, 
though. 

“When they come to North 
Sydney Oval they can go out 
with a ‘can’t lose’ attitude and 
really take ittous. 

“T also think some teams 
Motivate themselves because 
we are a professional club and 
because of our budget and the 
way things are so well down 
around here. 

“They get a boost in front of 
17 thousand people as well, 
and it is like a grand’ final at- 
mosphere for both sets of 
players.” 

Kresimir Marusic is not a 
player who sets targets at the 
start of a season, instead he 
takes it one step at a time. 

“I look at the beginning to 
pick up my form and then 
hold it as long as I can,” he 
says. 

“Form comes and goes, it 
does for all players wherever 
they play around the world. 

“You try to maintain your 
top form and if you can do 
that then maybe you see what 
you can achieve. 

“You look for a Top Six 
finish, then a top two, then a 
Grand Final appearance. 

“You -reassess aS you g0 


Melbourne Knights, Sydney United, Carlton and now Northern Spirit; one thing has re- 
mained constant — Kresimir Marusic has been a class act wherever he has gone 


along the way, setting targets 
that are realistically attain- 
able.” 

However, along the way 
little injuries and the like have 
stalled Marusic’s progress this 
year. 

“Tt has been a bother in 
terms of injuries,” he says. 

“They are little things like 
corks, or I will roll my ankle. 

“In the last four weeks I 
have missed two games, one 
due to injury the other due to 
suspension. 

“It is annoying that those 
little things can make such a 
big difference. 

“It is just great to be back 
when you get out there once 
more. 

“T am the worst watcher of 
football as I want to be out 
there, helping the team.” 

Marusic has plans for the 
future and that includes 
dreams of playing in Europe 
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He’s The Undisputed King of Australian Football 
Kresimiur VMarusic 


speaks of life, ambi- 
tions and football at 
Northern Spirit 


once more. 

“Tt is all still up in the air 
but perhaps I will play next 
season in Europe, Spain or 
Greece or something,” he 
says. 

“J think it is time for a 
change for me again and I still 
want to answer the question 
can I make it there? . 

“T want to play two or three 
seasons over there and show 
that Australian and Croatian 
players have got skill and be a 
representative of both the 
country of my birth and the 
nation I have adopted as my 
own. 

“After two or three years 
over there I dream of return- 
ing to Australia and playing 
out my career here.” 

As for international foot- 
ball? 

“I miss it a lot,” says the 
Spirit midfielder. 

“You watch the World Cup 


and the like and you know it is 
the pinnacle for any foot- 
baller. 

“I yearn for that level of 
competition and to take pride 
in the country of Australia at 
that level,” 

Kresimir Marusic is an out- 
standing. ambassador for our 


game. 

All the problems off the 
pitch that a foreigner has he 
has overcome. 

He is doing the best for his 
family whilst playing a style 
of the game of football that 
the fans love to watch. 

So many ask where is his 
best position but like so many' 
players of his class the only 
answer can be on the pitch 
anywhere, he can make a dif- 
ference to a game in an in- 
Stant. 

He has graced Australia’s 
fields of play for a while now, 
hopefully it will continue for 


Young Socceroos 


make it five zip 


Versus Walwijk 
March 23 
AUSTRALIA continued 
its positive build-up to 
n ce x t 
month's World Youth 
Cup, drawing 1-1 with 
Dutch First Division club 
RKC Waalwijk in Hol- 

land last Tuesday. 

The game was the first 
in a short series as the 
Young Socceroos entered 

~ their final preparations 
for Nigeria and their 
opening encounter with 
Saudi Arabia. t 

In their third practice 
game of the European 
camp, the Young Soc- 
ceroos went behind in the 
33rd minute despite 
dominating play for the 
first 25 minutes after 
Waalwijk capitalised on a 
smart counter attack, 

The Australians kept 
their composure against 
the more experienced 
Dutch opposition, and 
had second-half chances 
fall to Mile Sterjovski, 
John Maisano and David 
Terminello. 

The equaliser came in 
the final minutes, when 
Jason Culina provided a 
pin-point cross into 
the penalty area and cap- 
tain Simon Colosimo 


headed the ball into the 
back of the net. 

Coach Les Scheinflug 
was pleased with Austra- 
lia's work rate and the 
improving understanding 
and cohesion on the 
pitch. 

"This match was the 
toughest test for us so far 
and the players re- 
sponded well to the 
pressure of being up 
against such strong and 
highly fancied opposi- 
tion," he said. 

“We are continuing to 
improve with . every 
match and without excep- 
tion, each player is going 
out and playing as though 
each game is the World 
Cup. 

“I am confident that 
with the determination 
that the players are show- 
ing, the team will be 
in top shape by the time 
we reach Nigeria." 


Versus Feyenoord 
March 26 


AUSTRALIA beat Dutch 
First Division Club Feye- 
noord 3-nil in a friendly 
in Rotterdam on Thurs- 
day, to remain undefeated 
in the lead up to the 
World Youth Soccer 


Cup. 
Sydney United striker 
Mile Strejovski got 


things off to a cracking 
start for the Young Soc- 
ceroos in the 4th minute, 
latching onto a ball from 
Lindsay Wilson and 
keeping a cool head to 
slot the ball past the 
keeper for the first of the 
Australian goals, 

With Vince Grella con- 
trolling the game from 


the midfield, and Eddy - 


Bosnar dictating the 
backs, it was fitting for 
that duo to combine for 
Australia’s second goal. 
From a free kick taken 
from 35 metres out, 
Grella played the ball to 
Bosnar, whose left footer 
tocketed into the top left 
comer of the goal, leav- 


ing the Feyenoord goal- 
keeper stranded and Aus- 
tralia up 2-nil at the 18th 
minute mark. 

The Young Socceroos 
then wrapped things up 
ten minutes from time, 
Northem Spirit’s | Mi- 
chael Cunico volleying a 
Christian Care corner 
into the back of the net, 
Australia wrapping up a 
3-nil victory. 

Coach Les Scheinflug 
was again very pleased 
with his team, particu- 
larly with those boys who 
had until now not been in 
the starting line up. 

“Everyone has had a 
particularly tough build- 
up to this World Cup, so 
today I decided to rest 
some of the players who 
had started the three pre- 
vious games we’ve 
played," said Scheinflug. 

"It gave the rest of the 
squad players a chance to 
prove themselves, and 
that’s exactly what they 
went out and did, which 


leaves me with a nice 
head-ache going into Ni- 
geria.” 


Versus Vitesse 

ON Saturday the Young 
Socceroos wrapped up 
their pre-Nigeria prepara- 
tions with a 2-nil win 
over Dutch First Division 
side Vitsse Amhem in 
Holland. 

Australia started the 
game tentatively against 
their more experienced 
opponents - Vitesse is 
currently second in Hol- 
land’s top League - but 
soon settled to show the 
form of previous games. 

Striker Danny Invinci- 
ble had Australia’s first 


real opportunity, going 


one on one with the Am- 
hem keeper in the 22% 
minute, but putting his 
shot just wide. 

Five minutes later, the 
Carlton duo of Marco 
Bresciano and Simon 


Colosimo did put the 
Young Socceroos on the 


GroupA 
{playing in Lagos) 
Nigeria, 

Costa Rica, 
Germany, 


Group B 
(Kaduna) 
Ghana, 
Croatia, Argen- 
tina, 


Group C 
(Ibadan) 
Australia, 
Saudi Arabia, 
Mexico, 


Group D 
(Enugu) 
Uruguay, 
Mali, 
Korea, 


Paraguay. 


Kazalchstan 


Bugsy’s View 


with Marconi skipper Brad Maloney 


WHILE the league table may 
suggest otherwise at the moment, 
if Marconi make the Top Six 
then watch us go! 

I can honestly say that there is 
no team that we are afraid of, and 
the players would relish the op- 
portunity to prove some of our 
critics wrong. 

We have been ‘written off by 
some sections of the press proba- 
bly two or three times so far this 
season, but until it is mathemati- 
cally impossible for us to make 
the finals, I can assure you that 
we will be fighting all the way. 

Recent results in the league 
have shown what a topsy turvy 
competition the NSL can be, and 
nobody, even with only a few 
games to go, can take it for 
granted that the final make up of 
the Top Six is assured. Watch 
this space.. 


LAST week Marconi President 
Tony, Labbozzetta announced 
sonte exciting improvements to 
the Marconi set up. 

Already under construction is a 
new indoor sports complex 
which will cater for indoor soc- 
cer, and there are plans for an- 
other two outdoor pitches which 


will be used for the developtnent 


of junior players, with the South- 
erm Districts Junior Soccer Asso- 
ciation sharing use of those new 
facilities. 

It was also announced that the 
club has submitted a Develop- 
ment Application to Fairfield 
City Council seeking to add mo- 
tel type accommodation to the 
club, and onice that is built Mar- 
coni will surely be the envy of 
many sporting clubs Aime 
Australia. 


TT HAS been a few years since I 
graduated from my last place of 
leaming, but I'm really looking 
forward to the coming school 


holidays. 

Along with coach Frank Farina 
and several fellow Marconi play- 
ers I've volunteered to help out at 


the Marconi soccer clinic. As. 


professionals we tend to get 
caught up in the, pressure of mod- 
€m soccer and sometimes tempo- 
tarily forget what the game is all 
about - fun, 

The soccer clinics at Marconi 
are always well attended and it 
will be great to be able to put 
something back in to the game at 
the grass roots level. 

International players such as 
Harry Kewell, Mark Bosnich, 
Paul Okon and Italy's Christian 
Vieri were ali Marconi juniors at 
some stage of their careers, and 
who knows, maybe the next Harry 
Kewell will be discovered at the 
forthcoming coaching clinic. 

One thing is certain though, the 
clinics promise to be a lot of fun 
for players and coaches alike. 


ROBERT Neesam of Juvena Aus- 
tralia will long remember last 
week's Marconi sponsors’ lunch as 
he ‘was the lucky winner of first 
Prize in the raffle, an airline ticket 
to Europe, 

Juvena Australia are the suppli- 
ers of perfume and make up prod- 
ucts to our cheer squad, the Mar- 
coni - Stallionettes, so he was a 
very popular winner. 

-There is also a rumour going 
ground that a well known Scottish 
identity at the club only bought 
his raffle tickets after being 
‘bredtcned’ with exposure as a 
cheapskate by a well known Aus- 
tralian media man. 


THEY may not get the publicity 
they deserve, but the Marconi 
women's team is right up there 
with the best of them, 

For the second year in a row, 
our women's team have taken out 
the prestigious Mitchell Cup, 


making it their third success 
since the competition started 
five years age. 


The Mitchell Cup is a pre | 


season competition organised 
by the Bathurst and Mitchell 
District Soccer Association, and 
attracts entries from numerous 
women's Super League and 
State League sides. 

15 teams took part in this 
year's tournament. and ulti- 
mately Marconi defeated Gla- 
desville 2-0 in the final, after 
having claimed the scalps of 
Sydney United, Manly, St 
George and UWS Macarthur 
along the way. 

Based on their performance in 
the Mitchell Cup I'm sure that 
coach Roy Kimber and the girls 
can look forward to an exciting 
season. 


THE WORLD Youth Cup is 
due to kick off soon, and Mar- 
coni has two representatives in 
the squad in the shape of Chris- 
tian Care and Danny Invincible. 

Christian and Danny have 
been involved in all the warm 
up games so far in Holland, and 
Tm sure that when they get to 
Nigeria and take part in the 
competition proper, that it will 
be an unforgettable ESR 
for them. 

Thad the good Ferrans to take 
part in the 1991 tournament in 
Portugal, and it was definitely 
one of the highlights of my 
Career. 

I'm sure that Danny and 
Christian will return from Nige- 
ria better players for having 
played against some of the 
world's best young players and 
will use the experience as a 
stepping stone in their career. 

I wish them well, and will be 
following the progress of the 
Young Socceroos. closely in the 1 
next few weeks. 


Ireland . 


Portugal. 


board, captain Colosimo 
volleying a corner. from 
Bresciano into the back 
of the net, putting Austra- 
lia up I-nil in the 27° 
minute. a 

The duo was also re- 


~ sponsible for Australia’s 


second goal, Bresciano 
again delivering a pin- 
point comer into the 
goal-mouth, with Colo- 
simo this time heading 
the ball in the near post 
for a 2-nil score-line in 
the 624 minute. 

John Maisano came 
close to putting the Aus- 
tralians even further 
ahead after being put 
through on goal by Invin- 
cibile, but his shot 
went wide, the 


World Youth 


Championships 1999 
NIGERIA April 3-24 


Said coach Les Schein- 
flug after the game. 

"We attacked and de- 
fended in numbers and 
I’m extremely pleased 
with the work rate. 

"It was an excellent 
way to finish off our 
preparations, and I ex- 
pect to have the team at 
full strength for our first 
game against Saudi Ara- 
bia in a week’s time," he 
said. 

The Australians de- 
parted Holland for Nige- 
ria over the weekend, 
and go into the World 
Youth Cup undefeated 
in their five European 
preparation matches. 


Young Socceroos 
having to content 
themselves with a 
2-nil victory. 
"Vitesse _ could 
have beaten us 
badly if the boys 
didn’t work as 
hard as they did." 


Group E 


(Kano and Bauchi) 


Cameroon, 
Japan, 


AUSTRALIA’s three games 
in the first round of the 
WORLD YOUTH CUP will 
be broadcast live on SBS 


with the first match, Austra- 
lia v Saudi Arabia on air 

|. from midnight (EST) Sunday 
April 4. 


Group F 

(Port Harcourt and 
Calabar) 

Zambia, 


England, 
United States. 


Honduras, 
Brazil. 


Spain, 


“You are invited to a special event” 


CLASH 
sydney United 


V 
South Melbourne 


SYDNEY UNITED SPORTS CENTRE 
223 Edensor Road, Edensor Park 


SUNDAY APRIL 11 1999 


NOTE ALTERED 


KICK OFFTIMEOF 3pm. 


Witness the Grand Final 
Diess Reheawal 


‘TOP OF THE TABLE 
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Sermanni to rebuild 
the Cosmos 


by Nick Guoth 

HIGHLY successful Can- 
berra Cosmos coach Tom 
Sermanni put pen to pa- 
per last Tuesday and 
signed a one year exten- 
sion to his current con- 
tract. 

The deal means he can 
| continue his good work 
in putting Canberra back 
on the map with regard to 
Ericsson Cup soccer. 

The signing comes on 
the back of a great win by 
his side against Northem 
Spirit in Sydney only 
four days before, this 
being the first away win 
for the Cosmos since 
December 1995. 

Canberra Cosmos 
chairman Ian Knop said: 
"[m delighted Tom has 
signed. 

"Tom has brought sta- 
bility as well as providing 
the concept of the local- 
boy coming back." 

Knop describes Ser- 
manni as being balanced 
and not erratic, but just as 
important, 

“He has been a pleasure 
to work with,” says the 
chairman. 

“Tom understands soc- 
cer, he understands the 
Cosmos and Canberra. 

“The results show eve- 


Six Canberra Cosmos coaches: now Tommy Sermanni looks set to stick around for a while i 
Left to right: Mike Lyons 1995-1997, Branko Culina 1997-1998*, Walter Valeri 1998 (caretaker), Rale Rasic 1998*, Tony Brennan 1998-1999 (porahien) Tommy 
Sermanni from January 1999 


rything and it is obvious 
our current place does 


a great base.” 
Sermanni signed with 


Cosmos chairman Ian Knop 


not show our ability. Canberra in January this 

"We now have hiin on year, following a short 
board and in a framework term by Tony Brennan as 
from which we-can build actirg coach, who hint 


The Ericsson Cup 
champions live at 
Bob Jane Stadium 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 


V 


PERTH GLORY 


(deffered Round 23 match) 


Wednesday 31 March 


KICK OFF 6:00pm 


self replaced Rale Rasic. 

Sermanni will face the 
same obstacles that Ra- 
sic, Branko Culina and 
Mike Lyons encountered 
in their terms as the Cos- 
mos coach; lack of fi- 
nances being the most 
important. 


part in the revitalisation 
of the club. 

Sermanni was pleased 
to place pen to the dotted 
line on Tuesday. 

"I've enjoyed the job,” 
he said. 

"I've had a good re- 
sponse from the players. 


“We can sit down now 
and start working out 
what to do. 

“With the list of play- 
ers no longer under con- 
tract released this last 
week, Tom can see that 
there is a lot of work to 
do in maintaining the 


results have come at 
end of the season, sp 
other clubs could be wary 
of our players. 

"Hopefully they 
stay. 

“T intend to try to con- 
vince our key players to 
stay.”. 


will 


“I intend to try to convince 
our key players to stay." 


But he’is a local boy, 
having played and 
coached in the Canberra 
area for quite some time. 

His knowledge of a 
number of the players 
and his overall cunning 
could play an important 


NORTHERN 


life ban 


Remo Nogarotto has stood by 
his earlier promise to ban sup- 
porters found guilty of misbe- 
haviour by implementing a 


Northern Spirit matches at 
North Sydney Oval on a Brit- 
ish backpacker. 

Stewart Johnson pleaded 


“We have had some 
good results on the field, 
and it all comes about 
through a good base. 

"Knowing that we will 
be in the league next year 
has made the decision 
much easier. 


Spirit chairman 


from all 


provide a safe environment for 
our fans and we will not put 
up with it. 

“Our loyal supporters re- 
member who he.is and what 
he looks like and if he is 
sighted inside North Sydney 
Oval we will be told and he 
will be ejected." 

Nogarotto said none of the 
Northern Spirit's loyal sup- 
porters was involved in the 


squad which he has now. 
A number of his play- 
ers have already been 
looked at with a keen 
eye by some of the more 
high profile clubs. 
But Tom is hopeful. 
"Fortunately, good 


Spirit ban 
Johnson for life 
after 
Wollongong 
arrest 


by Hugo Ulribe 


. 


Will Sermanni be look- 
ing at new players from 
elsewhere? 

He states. that his first 
priority is to sort our 
players to keep. 

Then he will Jook into 
the market. 


guilty to charges of assault incidents at Brandon Park on Stewart Joeton: 
and resisting arrest charges at February 28: ea Bear ae - 
Brandon Park Wollongong Wollongong police said no- CL SS LUNA Tee Ndese 
when he appeared in Wollon- one else was found guilty of 
S th M lb gong court on Tuesday. ‘offences after the events. of "We will continue to work 
: ou e ourne Nogarotto immediately February 28. with our fans to ensure the 


banned him from all matches 
under Northern Spirit's control 
at North Sydney Oval. 

"I said at the time of the 
incident that anyone found 


"Our hard core fans, the 
guys who come every week 
and have created the unique 
atmosphere at North Sydney 
Oval, were not involved in the 


“bad apples who infiltrate the 
supporters do not ruin what 
we have at North Sydney 
Oval.” 

Another 


is sponsored by 
VIVIENNE’S COLLECTIONS 


Northen Spirit 


ori TOT: guilty would be banned for problems," Nogarotto said. supporter, Christopher John 
Members, gu ests and visitors are eee gout oe life and now one man has "The guy found guilty wasa Thorne, has been bailed to 
play ers for a drink in the Spor tsbar after the matc. been found guilty by the British tourist with no link to appear in court on April 27. 
courts he is no longer wel- Northern Spirit. 


come at North Sydney Oval," 
Nogarotto said. 
"We have worked hard to 
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T’STHE 


FINALS 
COUNTDOWN 


by Alan Clark 


FOUR games to go for 
most NSL sides, and 
there are still nine teams 
with real Finals chances. 

Two sidés have 
wrapped up a Finals 
spot - South Melbourne 
and Sydney United, and 
Perth Glory are as good 
as confirmed. 

There's nothing be- 
tween these three, and 
just to add a bit of spice 
to the contest, South and 
Perth are’ still to play 
their postponed round 23 
match in midweek. 

South is to meet: Perth 
(H), Brisbane (H), Syd- 
ney United (A), and Can- 
berra (H). 


It's a particularly tough 
fixture-list. 

The . games against 
Perth and then Sydney 
United will determine the 
league championship and 
a top-two finish. 

South could finish first, 
second, or third with each 
as likely as the others. 
South's season will rest 
on the direct results 
against Perth and Sydney 
United. 

By winning these, 
South retains the league 
championship and gets 
the double chance in the 
Finals. 

South faces Perth at 


Bob Jane, and on a mid- 
week night, which may 
tip the balance in South's 
favour. 

Sydney United's four 
remaining are: Canberra 
(A), South (A), Falcons 
(A), and Sharks (H). 

It's a draw that United 
would be very happy 
with and should be able 
to pencil in at least three 
wins. 5 

If United also beat 
South, Sydney United 
will finish either first or 
second and get the Finals 
double-chance. 
~ Perth has the best goal- 
difference of the three 
sides, and so holds that 
key advantage in a tight 
contest. 


Perth's remaining 
games are: South (A), 
Carlton (A), Knights (H), 
and Wolves (A). 

If Perth beats South, 
Perth will get the double- 
chance. Whatever hap- 
pens, Perth should expe- 
rience Finals action for 
the first time. 

So realistically, three of 
the six are still open, with 
six teams the most likely 
contestants: Adelaide 
City, Sydney Olympic, 
and Northern Spirit have 
the advantage at present, 
but Marconi, Newcastle, 
and Brisbane can take 
advantage of any slips. 


Carlton's loss to Mar- 
coni on the -weekend ef- 
fectively rules them out 
of May action, unless 
some particularly wacky 
results start coming in. 

Brisbane's run is per- 
haps the easiest of the 
three: South Melbourne 
(A), Falcons (H), Sharks 
(A), Breakers (H). 

Although the game at 
Bob Jane might look 
tough, it will be South's 
third in a week, as South 
will have played the 
catch-up match against 
‘Perth Giory midweek. 

Although Brisbane's 
run home is easier, there's 
still the chance that it 
misses out because - 
paradoxically - it ‘does 


Perth Glory: will they miss out on the 1999 Grand Final? 


not face one of the three 
it needs to displace. 

There's a slim chance 
Brisbane might get a Fi- 
nals place, but it will 
have to make up two 
wins against Adelaide 
City, Olympic, and Spirit 
without playing .any of 
them. 

Newcastle's run home 
is tougher and they effec- 
tively start a win behind 
Brisbane: Wolves (H), 
Adelaide City (A), Spirit 
(H), and Brisbane (A). 

One advantage the 
Breakers have is playing 
two of the teams it is 
chasing — Adelaide City 


April. 


and Spirit. 

It can make up the 
points deficit by winning 
these games, so Newcas- 
tle is in more control of 
its Finals destiny than 
Brisbane. 

Newcastle can still 
make it, and if it does, it 
will be Breakers' recent 
form that will give it 
some momentum. 

If Newcastle drops 
points against Adelaide 
City or Spirit, it's missed 
the Finals boat, 

Marconi has a good run 
home - a mix of lowly 
teams and fellow chal- 
jJengers, so it too is in 
some control of its 
chances: Knights (H), 
Wolves (A), Adelaide 


City (H), and Spirit (H). 


Marconi also  effec- 
tively needs to make up 
two wins. 

It can make up one on 
each of Adelaide City 
and Spirit by winning the 
direct contest, but has to 
look for those’ sides also 
to lose elsewhere. 

Like Newcastle, failing 
to take the points against 
Adelaide City and Spirit 
means they rest from 
Spirit, Olympic, 
and Adelaide City have at 
least a three points ad- 
vantage at the moment, 
but Spirit's goal- 
difference is only just 


positive. 

Spirit is therefore 
slightly more vulnerable 
than the other two, de- 
spite being the current 
leader of this threesome. 

If Spirit loses games to 
its challengers, not only 
do the points totals over- 
lap, so too does the goal- 
difference. 

Spirit faces Falcons 
(A), Sharks (H), Breakers 
(A), and Marconi (A). 

Win two and Spirit 
should be safe. 

Lose three and 
likely be replaced. 

Spirit's form has been 
inconsistent, so it's a tip- 
ster’s nightmare. 

I think it's more likely 
that Spirit get in than fail, 
but it could go either 
way. 

The key fixture is the 
game at Marconi. 

Sydney Olympic has a 
tough run home: Carlton 
(H), Knights (A), Wolves 
(H), and Adelaide City 
(A). 

Win three and play in 
May. 

Lose three and they're 
likely out. 

T can as easily see three 
wins as three loses, but 
reckon Olympic is more 
likely in than not. 

Adelaide City knows 
what this end of the sea- 
son is all about, and 
won't be fazed by what 
seems the toughest run 
home of this trio: Sharks 
(A), Breakers (H), Mar- 
coni (A), and Olympic 
(A). 

The Adelaide derby is a 
game that defies form, 
and there's bound.to be 
some feeling in the Mar- 
coni ‘fixture for all rea- 
sons of recent history 
between the two clubs, as 
well as it being critical 
for both clubs. 

Playing three challeng- 
ers in the last three 
rounds will be where 
Adelaide City makes or 
breaks its season. 

Adelaide City stays in. 

My Final six is: Sydney 
United over South by a 
win, with Perth one win 
behind in third place. 

Northern Spirit fourth 
by two points over Ade- 
laide City, then Olympic 
two points lower in sixth. 

Marconi and Brisbane 
miss out by one win, with 
Breakers falling away. 

T reckon the Finals are 
therefore: 

South Melbourne v Syd- 
ney United 

Perth v Olympic 
Northern Spirit y Ade- 
laide City 

Perth and Adelaide City 
to meet in the Prelimi- 
nary Final, but South and 
Sydney United wil] face 
off in the Grand Final. 


it'll 


AUSTRALIA'S BEST SELLING SOCCER PUBLICATION 


CAREER 
VACANCIES 
with 
DUNTROON 
PUBLISHING 


Duntroon Publishing’s Inside Soccer is widely 
‘recognised as Australia’s leading soccer 
publication. With a 50,000 readership it has set 
a new benchmark in soccer publishing. 
Duntroon also publish a number of other soccer 
related and non-related publications including 
anew mainstream weekly newspaper which is 
set for April release. 

Vacanices exist within our publishing 
framework as we strive to improve our 
productions and increase our range. 


SALES: 

MARKETING MANAGERS 
(Wollongong Based) 

Applicants are sought to join our growing team. 
The successful candidate will manage an al- 
ready established and growing client portfolio. 
Remuneration is by way of advance/ 
commission and extremely attractive incentives 
are offered. 

Applicants must have a proven record in media 
sales or have a working knowledge of the soc- 
cer industry. 


EDITORIAL: 


NEWS EDITOR (Inside Soccer) 

A negotiable position based on the qualifica- 
tions and experience of the successful applicant 
although a full time position would best suit our 
organisation... 

The News Editor will have an excellent back- 
ground in soccer jourtialism at all levels and 
have several years experience as a working 
writer. > 

The News Editor will be responsible for the 
daily filing and co-ordination of copy from our 
team of writers and, to a much lesser extent, 
writing of quality copy. He/she shall also be 
responsible for second proof reading. 


This position would suit a skilled writer wishing 
to take the next career step. 

Tertiary qualifications are not necessary. 

Salary package negotiable. 


FULL TIME JOURNALIST 

A full time Wollongong-based journalist is re- 
quired to write news, arts and sport. A good 
soccer background knowledge would be an 
asset to the successful candidate. 

This position would suit an aspiring writer or a 
recently qualified journalist. 

Tertiary qualifications are not necessary al- 
fhough an ability to write to deadline are. , 
Award rate applicable. 


STATE LEAGUE REPORTERS 


(Contributing) 

(All states) 

This could be your step into the world of soccer 
journalism. 

Don't worry about lack of experience; you 
supply the enthusiasm and passion and we will 
do the rest. 

Access to E-mail and an ability to meet our 
deadline schedule are musts. 

Reporters are required for writing profile and 
news-related stories as well as match reporters 
in Wollongong, Adelaide and Perth. 


CONTACT US AT OUR 
CORRIMAL OFFICE 
FOR AN APPLICATION FORM 
& JOB DESCRIPTION 
FOR ANY OF THE ABOVE 
POSITIONS: 


(02) 4285 7480 
FAX: (02) 4285 7481 
E-mail: duntroon@hotmail.com 
Mondays-Fridays; 9am-3pm 
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DAVO IN 
PAHANG 


LIVIBO 


FORMER Soeceroo Alan 
Davidson is reportedly 
locked in a contract 
dispute preventing him 
coaching in Malaysia or 
leaving his club Pahang. 

Reports from Malaysia 
say the state fedcration 
there refused to accept 
his resignation and 
is forcing him to see out 
the 12 months of his con- 
tract. 

To make matters worse, 
the state soccer authority 
has banned him from 
coaching, confining 
him to office work. 

Reports in The Star 
newspaper say DeviDson 
wants out but there's a 
reluctance to release him 
as he could claim a year's 
salary. 

Pahang Football Asso- 
ciation deputy president 
Tengku Abdui Rahman 
Sultan Ahmad Shah said 
Davidson had offered to 
resign but the association 
council was having none 
of iit. 


by Hugo Ulribe 


SOCCEROO Steve Hor- 
vat's career is again on 
hold after the stopper was 
refused’ a work permit to 
join English second divi- 
sion club Fulham. 

Horvat, a former Mel- 
bourne Knight, was 
Gleared to join Crystal 
Palace two months ago in 
a deal which took him 
from Croatian club Ha- 
jduk Split to England. 

Fulham coach Kevin 
Keegan then moved in to 
sign him but was told he 
had been refused a work 
permit,. 

With the transfer dead- 
line having already run 
out, Horvat’s career again 
appears to be in limbo. 

The player's — agent 
Barry Silkman told Brit- 


“flabbergasted _ that 


ain's Daily Mir- 
ror Horvat had a 
work permit to 
sign for Palace 
but the deal col- 
lapsed at the last 
minute. 

"Kevin agréed 
to- take him on |) 
trial at Fulham | 
for three or four | © 
days, but, after 
only one training 
session, . he 
called me to say: 
‘This boy is good | 
enough to play | 
in’ the” Premier 2 
League, never mind divi- 
sion two'." 

Silkman said he was 
the 
Department of Employ- 
ment had given Horvat a 
work permit to play for 
Palace but now refused 


Its no go for 
Horvat after 
missing out 
on deadline 


him one. 

"Perhaps someone at 
the Football Association 
will tell us how a player 


qualifies for a work 
permit two months ago 
but doesn't meet the crite- 
tia now,” he said. 


Inside Soccer’s TRIVIA MOMENTS 


"We have decided not with the association's Melbourne Knight, South tween 1991 and 1996 and 5 3 5) 
to let him go and want terms and conditions," he Melbourne and Notting- then had a brief stint WHICH club won the first Australia Cup? 
him to serve out his con- said. ham Forest -defender, playing for the Knights ANSWER: see Ram Scoreboard, p30. 


tract until he agrees Davidson, a former played for Pahang be- before retiring. 


MARCONI FAIRFIELD 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 


The Stallions are just three points away 
from being back on the To 
that gets back on the rails 


| 


Six track -and 
ONIGHT | 


Saturday 3 April Kick Off 7.00pm 


BIG MATCH SPONSOR 
SOUTHCORP WINES 


MAJOR SPONSOR 
BRESCIA FURNITURE 


NEXT HOME FIXTURE: 
17 April v Adelaide City 
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MACARTHUR RAMS 


PROFILE OF AN AUSTRALIAN SOCCER CLUB 


Casey de Bruin: 


an unknown 


Rams legend 


COACH Casey de Bruin 
is something of a legend 
in Australian soccer; but 
he is the kind of legend 
that many people have 
never heard of. 

The current head coach 
of Macarthur Rams is not 
the kind of name which 
pops up in ready conver- 
sation for the vacant Soc-.. 
ceroo job but there would 
be few of his peers who 
would dismiss his claims 
out of hand. 

“I think Casey likes it 
that way,” a Rams official 
told Inside Soccer. 

“He made his choices 
in life and he is happy to 
be here. 

“J don't have ‘any 
doubts whatsoever that 
he has the talent neces- 
sary to coach at the high- 
est level possible, and 1 
include Australia, but 
jobs at that level really 
require as much media 
profile as ability. 

“Look at Terry Ve- 
nables — he is a perfect 


example.” 

De Bruin is a Wollon- 
gong man. 

He seems to be content 
with life on the South 
Coast and Macarthur is 
just under an hour’s drive 
away from the NSW 
South Coast town. 

With the fabulous 
beaches and easy way of 
life on offer it is little 
wonder that de Bruin 
opted for that particular 
lifestyle. 

Even more so given the 
tat-race that Australian 
professional coaching has 
become. 

Tn his younger days de 


‘Bruin debuted a player in 


the NSW Federation for 
South Coast United. 

Since the early 60s his 
name and Wollongong 
have been synonymous 
and it is rare that he has 
been involved with any 
other region. 

The Macarthur job is an 


seen him coach Wollon- 
gong in the National 
League, State League, the> 
Illawarra Academy and 
just’ about every other 
decent job in the area. 

So if his name is not 
that well known on the 
terraces just ask his 
peers. 

“A top class coach,” 
Says one highly rated ‘ex 
Australian international. 

“In this game you need 
to have more than your 
fair share of luck — just to 
survive as a coach.” 

But that doesn’t mean 
that de Bruin lacks ambi- 
tion; far from it. 

With Macarthur Rams 
he is in the middle of a 
building process, which 
will see the south western 
Sydney club perched on 
the edge of National 
League possibility. 

There might be yet an- 
other chapter in the Ca- 
sey de Bruin story to be 


obvious exception in a 
career which has also 


written; one involving the 
NSL. 


Rams providing 
pathway for over eight 
thousand players 


THE Macarthur Rams are the 
Tepresentative teams of the 
Macarthur District Soccer 
Football Association, consist- 
ing of Super League squad 
(first, Under 21 and Under 
18s), Super Youth League 
squads (Under 13s, 14s, 15s, 
16s), Cadet League and Acad- 
emy squads (Under 11s, 12s), 
Women’s Super League 
squads (First and reserve 
grades) and Girls Inter Zone 
squads (Under 14s, 16s). 

The 15 representative teams 
are drawn from a selection of 
8,500 players within the 


MDSFA, one of the fastest 
growing soccer areas in Aus- 
tralia. 

The Macarthur Association, 
named after the region which 
it represents and which in turn 
was named after James Macar- 
thur, pioneer of sheep farming 
in Australia, has earned a na- 
tional reputation for its pro- 
gressive approach to the round 
ball game. 

“Our overall aim is to con- 
tinue to improve the standards 
of administration and play 
throughout our region as well 
as to provide top quality rep- 


Hodtle Avene hie 


4625 6991 


resentative soccer for which 
our local juniors can strive,” 
says official Gary Cremming. 

“In recent years we have had 
several quality players coming 
through our ranks’ includirlg 
Brett Emerton (Sydney Olym- 
pic and current Australian 
Olympic team captain), Mat- 
thew Langdon (Northern 
Spirit), Paul Reid 
(Wollongong Wolves), Shane 
Cansdell-Sherriff (NSWIS and 
soon to sign a contract with 
Leeds United) and David Reid 
(twice NSW. Under 21 player 
of the year).” 


Proud sponsors of the 
Macarthur Rams Soccer Chub 


MID CITY HEALTH 
& FITNESS CLUB 


Level 1, 12 Dumaresgq Street, 


Proud sponsor of the Campbelltown 
art be bats secoee CluB |) CARDIO THEATRE, FREE & 
ty, Mest FIXED WEIGHTS, AEROBICS, 
Pres Home nerery PUMP, INDOOR CYCLING 
eae SQUASH, SUPERVISED TRAIN- 
ue ING, FITNESS TESTING, CHILD 
No Order Too Big or Small MINDING AVAILABLE 
Scott Borthwick Ph: 4628 1717 


&John McDonald 


ed 
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KINGS 
CHARCOAL 
CHICKEN 


114 QUEEN STREET 
CAMPBELLTOWN 


* HOT OR COLD 
* OPEN SEVEN DAYS 
* FRIENDLY SERVICE 


Phone: 4628 4379 


luck for the 1999 season 


Proud sponsors of the 
Macarthur Rams Soccer Club 
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MACARTHUR RAMS 


Graham Watton, Ben V illard, lain 
erola, Colin McAusland, Matthey 
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NSW SUPER LEAGUE 1999 


Donald, Er Raynor, Adrian 
Shea, Dan 
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MACARTHUR RAMS 
FIRST TEAM SQUAD 
PLAYER PROFILES 


JOHN CRAWLEY 

Goalkeeper, 27. In second year 
at Rams having joined from 
Blacktown City, Before that 
full-time pro with Colo Colo in 
Chile. Considered by most to be 
the outstanding goalkeeper in 
the Super League, where his 
acrobatic saves have kept the 
Rams alive in numerous games. 
Has a fondness for flair which makes him the subject 
of a weekly bet amongst the Rams Supporters Club as 
to what his hair colour for the day will be. 

Also double as the club’s goalkeeping coach. 


MARTIN BOURKE 

Midfielder, 33. Club and team 
captain, having previously spent 
many season at the Wollongong 
Wolves in the NSL. Also spent 
time at Blacktown City. 

A tugged, physical midfielder 
who certainly lives by that ad- 
age ‘when the going gets tough, 
the tough get going.’ 

Controls the game from the centre of the park like the 
ultimate little general and thrives on the young legs of 
players like Reid and Rastall to run off him. 

Has a target of holding the League and Grand Final 
trophies over his head in what is probably his last sea- 
son. 


DANNY CERJAK. 

Defender, 28. Only recently returned from playing in 
Poland for 18 months. A member of the First Division 
championships team in 1994. Represented the NSW 
Super league select in 1996. 


KAIN RASTALL 
Defender, 20. In second year after having joined from 
NSL side Sydney Olympic. A very important link in 


the team and a former Australian Schoolboy interna- 
tional in 1996 and 1997. 


COME AND JOIN US AT 
THE ONLY INDOOR 
SOCCER ARENA WITHIN 
THE MACARTHUR 
DISTRICT. 


THE FAMOUS 
CAMPBELLTOWN 
INDOOR SOCCER 

ARENA 


COMPETITIONS EVERY EVENING 


DAVID REID 

Midfielder, 21. A local product having played all of his 
junior football with the PYC club before being selected 
fore the Rams Youth League team. Has been a consistent 
first teamer since he was 18. 

Represented NSW Super League select in 1997, 1998, 
NSW Under 20s in 1997, Australian Universities in 997 
and in both 1997 and 1998 was named the Super League 
Under 21 Player of the Year. 


ERIC WILLIAMS 

Striker, 27. Robust, mobile type of player in his second 
year with the club, having signed from Leichhardt. Prior 
to that he had-played fro Rockdale. 

Last year was club leading goalscorer as well as Super 
league Player of the Year. 

Super league select player in 1997. A popular player 
with the Supporters Club and is rumoured to try and 
have a beer with everyone of them after each home 
game. 


RICHARD LLOYD 

Defender, 29. Second year with the 
Rams, joining from NSL side Wol- 
longong Wolves. A rugged, no- 
holds barred defender who fancies 
himself as a striker. 

Still shows form of an NSL player 
and forms the nucleus of the de- 
fence. 

Straight forward and honest — when 
asked who he would most like to meet he replied, Pam- 
ela Anderson because she has sensational %$&s! 


IAIN McDONALD 

Striker, 23. Joined this year from Rockdale Suns where 
he played Super-League and First vision — being consis- 
tently among the leading scorers in both leagues. 

Scored twice on his club debut against Central Coast. 
Former NSW Under 18 Player of the Year. 


DION VALLE 
Defender, 21. In second year with the Rams. Born in 


former 


Australia but played for Chile in the Under 17 
World Youth Championship and collected a 
bronze medal. Also played for Colo Colo, 
Names Penrith Leagues Club as his favourite 


Striker, 21. second year 
with the Rams. Another 
Wollongong 
Wolves player. Last sea- 
son scored 9 goals for the 
club in Super League. 

Known as ‘Tricky’ and 
has a passion to meet 


Midfielder, 23. Known as Artie, now in his 
third season with the club. Also known for his 
electrifying bursts down either wing. Former 
NSW Under 20 representative player. 


SHANE KNIGHT 
Midfielder, 21. Joined the Rams this year from 


Sixteen years of 


growth in 
Macarthur 


E IDEA of forming a soccer associa- 
tion south of the Crossroads at Liy- 
erpool was first discussed in 1979. 

By 1983 the MDSFA had become 
a reality and in 1984 it became an 
incorporated body with a charter of 
fostering, developing and promoting 
junior soccer in the Campbelltown, 
Camden and Wollondilly munici- 
palities. 

In the association’s inaugural year 
there were 20 clubs registered; Brad- 
bury/Ambarvale, Burrgorang, Cam- 
craft, Camden Tigers, Campbelltown 
City, Campbelltown Collegians, 
Campbelltown Districts (now Gun- 
ners United), Campbelltown Police 
Boys, Campbelltown RSL, Eschol 
Park, Ingleburn RSL, Johnson & 
Johnson, L&K Lions (now Lepping- © 
ton Lions), Macarthur Raiders, Macquarie Fields United (now Fields United), 
Minto Sports, Narellan, Tahmoor/Nepean Rovers, Picton Rangers and Ruse. 

Thirteen clubs moved from the Southern Districts Association, three clubs 
from the old Southem Highlands Association and five new clubs were formed. 

Since the association’s inception clubs have passed by the way due to various 
reasons and have made way for new clubs. 

Clubs newer to the association include Appin, Camden RSL, Campbelltown 
Southern Districts, Campbelltown Uniting and St Marys Eaglevale. 

All of this makes the association 20 clubs strong. 

Over the years Super League was supported by clubs outside the control of! 
the MDSFA with some mixed success. 

In 1987 Campbelltown City Soccer Club and Campbelltown Districts Soccer 
Club amalgamated, forming Campbelltown City and Districts SC which opened 
the door for negotiations between the Federation club of the area and the 
MDSFA. 

This lead to the MDSFA and Campbelltown City and Districts SC agreeing on 
a change of colours of both bodies to make the identifiable step of furthering 
soccer and providing a career path for the region’s better players. ~ 

Campbelltown and City Districts played out of Bensley Road Complex and 
the Junior Representative teams (Junior'and Youth League) played out of 
Lynwood Park, St Helens Park which is now the home ground of the associa- 
tion. 

The Super League and the association colours were changed to grey tops, ma- 
toon shorts and maroon socks. 


Super League side, Central Coast where he had 
been a regular since he was 18. Exciting wide 
player who has the speed to glide past oppo- 
nents with ease. Also represented the NSW 


everything. Super league select in 1997 and 1998 and NSW 
Under 20s in 1997. 
TREVOR WHIDDETT Has ambition to play National league. 


SHAYNE RAYNER 

Midfielder, 22. Local junior who has pro- 
gressed right through the association ranks. 
Fourth year in the club’s first grade squad. 
Recalls his best goal as the Golden Goal in the 
Under 21 final against Blacktown City. 


Anna Kournikova. BEN WILLARD 
: Sweeper/Defender, 21. second year as a Ram, 
ADRIAN MACEROLA coming from Sydney Olympic. Rock solid 


sweeper who is also deceptively quick. 


FOR ALL AGE, ALSO STARTING SOON, 
COMPETITIONS IN THE EVENING FOR A LITTLE PEO- 
PLES LEAGUE AND 13, 14, 15, 16 & 17 COMPETITIONS 


SHAMROCK 
SECURITY 
CLEANING 


10 Mitchell Street 
Camden 


4655 6458 


KEBAB 
CONNECTION 


SPECIALISING IN 
KEBABS 

we also specialise in Baked Po- 

tatoes, Crepes & Mexican Food 


Contact John Clayton 
4626 1700 
4626 2062 

0408 216 770 


ENVER EDDIE UYSEN 
Shop LE 63, Macarthur 
Square, Campbelltown 


Wishing the Rams the best of TEL 026 C19 <I ee ccs TOO ee 
luck fox the 1999 season Wishing the Rams the beot of 
luck for the 1999 season 
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NSW SUPER LEAGUE BIG MATCH UPDATE 


Berries find 
winning form 


ROUND 8 ROUND-UP 
Round 8 saw last season’s Grand Finalists Blacktown City Demons and Bon- 
nyrigg White Eagles do battle at the Gabbie Stadium, with Blacktown once 
again victorious. Four goals in 12 second half minutes saw the Demons home, 
although only after Bonnyrigg had looked more threatening for the first half- 
hour of the game. In fact, it was the White Eagles who scored first, with Paul 
Dee netting just four minutes into the second half. and it looked as if it was 


by Patrick Galloway 


THE COLD and windy 
Wentworth Park was the 
venue last Sunday where 
Canterbury Marrickville 
were comprehensively 
demoralised three goals 
to one by an inspired 
Eastern Suburbs outfit. 

Eastern Suburbs had 
been occupying last place 
on the Super League lad- 
der before the match. 

One could be forgiven 
for thinking that it was in 
fact the Berries who were 
in contention for the 
wooden spoon. 

Coming off four losses 
in a row, Eastern Suburbs 
weren't expected to take 
the points let alone be 
competitive in this 
match-up, but some. pre- 
viously unseen spirit and 
determination had the 
Berries on the back foot 
from the outset. 

The opening to the 
match was marked with 
some great running off 
the ball by Eastern Sub- 
urbs, dominating the Ber- 


combe on Friday 19 march. 


ing 1998. 


day. 


AISA Finals 
Day success 


THE Australian Indoor Soccer (Five A 
Side) Association held its Secondary 
Schools State Championships at Lid- 


The Finals Day was the culmination 
of all the schools competitions that 
have been held throughout NSW dur- 


These competitions started off with 
zone competitions through to regional 
titles and finally the championship 


Winning teams were presented with 


EASTERN SUBURBS 3 
CANTERBURY MARRICKVILLE 1 


Venue: Wentworth Park 


Man of the Match: Vadim Mikoutski EASTERN SUBURBS 


ties midfield who were 
caught out of position far 
too often, leaving the 
defence exposed to runs 
through the middle of the 
park and down the right 
hand flank from Steve 
McCombe. 

McCombe was out- 
Standing throughout the 
match, he was a constant 
target for some very ef- 
fective’ long balls from 
Vadim Mikoutski, whose 
distribution from’ central 
midfield was pin-point. 

No doubt 2 contribut- 
-ing factor to the demise 
of the Berries. 

In the 28th minute, the 
home side's early domi- 
nation was rewarded 
when a rampaging Vadim 
Mikoutski was brought 
down by Steve Christofo- 
ridis just outside the arca. 

While Canterbury 
keeper Steve Tolios was 


setting his wall, an alert 
Mikoutski fired the ball 
low to the back post, 
beating a red-faced To- 
lios. 

The goal served as a 
realisation for Eastern 
Suburbs -that this game 
was there for the taking. 

Canterbury - 
Marrickville continued 
with their problematic 
first half, constantly turn- 
ing the ball over and 
missing some vital tack- 
les. 

To their credit they did 
manage to combine for 
some attractive passages 
of play, mainly through 
the lively Jim Nikas and 
Steve Christoforidis. 

However, the Berries 
were without a teal scor- 
ing opportunity in the 
first half, an unusual sta- 
tistic for the Berries. 

In the 45th minute, a 


their strip, bag 


with plaques. 


and polo shirt and were 


presented with trophies and their schools 


Male and female 15s and Open teams 


competed and the soccer played, as ex- 
pected, was of extremely high standard. 
Any student, teacher, parent or school 


interested in playing indoor soccer should 


pp 30/31. 


contact the secretary AISA or the NSWSF 
on 9629 1800 or any local ISA centre. 
Full results in RAM SCOREBOARD, 


Steve McCombe min 
down the right saw a 
cross delivered across the 
Opposition goal mouth, 
landing at the feet of 
Naoki Imaya, who could- 
n't believe his'luck. 

He had time to com- 
pose himself and shoot 
just five metres out from 
the opposition goal. 

Imaya easily put the 
ball to the right of a div- 
ing Tolios giving Eastern 
Suburbs a deservéd 2 - 0 
lead at the break. 

In the second period 
Canterbury began to fight 
harder, but Eastern Sub- 
urbs simply lifted another 


gear. : 

In the 58th minute, a 
quick one two on the left 
flank between Imaya and 
McCombe saw 
McCombe cut inside his 
man and fire a, tight an- 
gled shot from just inside 
the box. 

The ball took a cruel 
deflection off the chest of 
Canterbury's Angelo 
Markopoulos, wrong- 
footing Tolios and com- 
ing to rest in the back of 
the net. 

Three’ goals down with 
forty minutes to play had 
many Canterbury fans 
worried in fear of more 
goals, but the Berries did 
find some touch, finally 
stringing some passes 
together - and reverting 
back to the tactics that 
has them sitting on the 
up-side of the competi- 


going to be a tight game. 


Blacktown had other ideas though, as goals after 64 minutes to Jason 
Bennett, Damien Smith after 66, Chris Bradley after 70 and an own goal, after 
good work again by Bradley, after 76. Bonnyrigg pulled a goal back with just 
two minutes left through Colin Luff, but it proved a mere consolation. 

A crowd of over 2,000 saw Macarthur Rams bounce back ftom last week’s 
defeat at the hands of Fairfield Bulls. They left it late though, substitute Tain 


McDonald scoring his second 


goal of the season with just cight minutes to go. 


McDonald had come on with just thirty minutes left, but unfortunately for Par- 
Tamatta their own late substitute, Malcolm Meilak, was sent off for two 
bookable offences just five minutes after coming on. 

Bankstown City Lions overcame the shock resignation of coach Sakib Lovic 
mid-week to defeat the Central Coast 4-0 at Pluim Park. George Issa scored his 
second double in two games, which means the Coasties have now lost four 


straight. 


Second placed Fairfield Bulls dro} 
drawing 1-1. The Bulls’ 


Leichhardt Tigers defeated Ry 


failed to score. 


tion table. 

Second half substitute 
Zoran Illic was one posi- 
tive influence on the Ber- 


Ties, his hard work up- 
front set an example for 
others to follow. 

In the 86th minute, a 
period of Canterbury 


. Possession, which would 


have included at least ten 
Passes, opened up a gap 
down the left for Christo- 


- foridis to run onto a Ni- 


kas pass. 

Christoforidis put the 
ball across the goal- 
mouth for a sliding Hlic, 
who toe poked the ball 
home. 

"It was pretty disap- 
pointing, we didn't have 
enough intensity and 


were out-run ail day,” 
said Canterbury defender 
Bryan Raebum. 

“Tt will definitely make 


us hungry for the three 
points next week." 
Certainly Canterbury 
will need to be hungry in 
their next encounter this 


Goodwin 


mitted via e-mail. 


APOLOGY from Paul 


pped two points at struggling Sutherland, 
Matthew Borg scored after 27 minutes, making him 
the competition’s leading scorer with 7, but Craig Hobbs scored in the second 
half to earn a share of the points.\ 

The day’s other game saw Chris Lansdown score his fifth of the season as 


de City 1-0, the first time this season Ryde have 


Friday at Henson Park 
when they take on Ryde 
City, while Eastern Sub- 
urbs’ will be hoping to 
make it two wins from 
their last two’ matches 
when they meet competi- 
tion front runners Macar- 
thur, also on Friday. 


Inside Soccer editor Bruce Campbell has 
xeceived a full apology from Mr Paul 
Goodwin over remarks he recently trans- 


Duntroon Publishing's legal counsel 
viewed the remarks as defamatory and 
slanderous. Mr Goodwin’s apology has 
been accepted as has his explanation con- 
cerning the sending of the document. 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION SUPER LEAGUE 


ROUND 9 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION INFORMATION SERVICE 1 9 009 2 2 885 


(1Sc per min - IDS. Higher rates applies from mobile and public phones) 


AUSTRALIA'S BEST SELLING SOCCER PUBLICATION 


ROUND 10 


4 - Sunday 4th April 
: Friday 2nd April r Macarthur Rams v Canterbury Marrickville 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles v Leichhardt Tigers Lynwood Park, 7:00pm. 
Serbian Centre, 6:00pm ‘ Bonnyrigg White Eagles v Ryde City 
Bankstown City Lions v Blacktown City Demons Serbian Centre, 3:00pm 
- Jensen Park, 3:00pm . Leichhardt Tigers v Bankstown City Lions 
Fairfield Bulls v Central Coast Lambert Park, 3:00pm 
~ Nineveh Field, 3:00pm P = PP A=7 | Blacktown City Demons v Fairfield Bulls 
Eastern Suburbs v Macarthur Rams Gabbie Stadium, 6:00pm 
Wentworth Park, 3:00pm 
Se aha! Proudly Monday 5th April 
_ Saturday 3rd April sponsored Central Coast v Parramatta Eagles 
Parramatta- Eagles v Sutherland Sharks Pluim Park, 3:00pm 
Melita Stadium, 5:00pm by PEPSI Sutherland Sharks v Eastern Suburbs 


Seymour Shaw Field, 3:00pm 
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ACTSF FEDERATION CUP MATCH UPDATE 


t’s raining goals in 
Canberra and Cooma 


by Nick Guoth 

THE GAP between the 
Premier League Division 
1 teams and those from 
Division 2 was too evi- 
dent last Tuesday evening 
when round 2 of the ACT 
Federation Cup com- 
menced play. 

The weather played a 
big part in the games at 
the Australian Institute of 
Sport grounds. 

The match between 
Belconnen United and 
White Eagles had to be 
postponed owing to a wet 
pitch and’ will now go 
ahead tonight (Tuesday) 
night. 

In the other 
Gunghalin Juventus 
moved into contention 
for a place in the quarter- 
finals when they defeated 
other hopefuls Weston 
Creek 3-1. 

At Deakin Oval 
Monaro maintained its 
lead in Pool 2 when it put 
six past Tuggeranong. 

In a move to help pro- 
mote soccer in the region, 
Soccer Canberra chose to 
play the third round 
match between Monaro 
and Cooma in Cooma, 
instead of Canberra. 

The second match was 
a whitewash to Capital 
City Suns over Cooma 
11-0. 

New acquisition Pay 
Phommaseisy netted five 
goals in the thrashing and 
the early form of the 
striker is good news prior 
to the season start. 

The second half of 
Round 2 was played last 
Thursday night. 

All teams from Pools 3 
and 4 were involved. 

At the AIS Athletics 
pitch, Canberra Olympic 
took a strangletiold of 
Pool 3 when it defeated 
Burns Club 6-2. 

Burs came out firing 
to start the game, but 
errors in defence and 
poor goalkeeping helped 


match 


LO) 
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give Olympic a 2-0 lead 
at the break. 

Two early goals in the 
second half sealed the 
game, but Burns showed 
some spirit to not finish 
the game scoreless. 

In the other match at 
the AIS, Australian Na- 
tional University defeated 
Belwest Foxes 3-2 in a 
dour struggle. 

The students applied 
most of the pressure but 
lacked cohesion. 

They took the lead 
early only to see Belwest 
score two themselves. 

Then just on half-time 
ANU equalised following 
some good lead up work. 

Both teams tried to gain 
the upper hand in the 
second half, but without 
success until in the dying 
minutes Scott Channing 
scored a remarkable goal 
when: the ball bounced 
off both uprights. 

Deakin Oval was the 
setting for Thursday 
night’s Pool 4 matches, 
and alike Tuesday night, 
goals were a plenty. 

University of Canberra 
scored a comfortable 4-0 
win over O'Connor 
Knights, with Simon 
Foxhill picking up three 
and setting up the fourth. 

All the goals came in a 
20 minute period around 
half-time, the final only 
five minutes into the sec- 
ond period. 

Uni coach Rod Lynes 
said: “I'm pleased with 
the win and it sets us up 
with a chance to qualify 
when we play Deakin on 


Sunday.” 
In the other match, 
Canberra Deakin 


trounced Queanbeyan 
City 8-0, thus securing a 
quarter-final spot. 

Queanbeyan packed the 
defence in the first half 
and were able to hold out 
for a 0-0 scoreline, but 
when the first goal went 
in after the break, all hell 
broke loose. 


INDON a 


AMI it association with - 
McCabes Lawyers offers advice 
on, and negotiation of, local 
and overseas playing contracts 

and transfer contracts. 


Contact: Greg Keenan 
Phone: (02) 9283 1788 
Email: greg.keenan@mcecabes.com.au 


Athlete Management International 
Pty. Ltd. ACN 074 166 751 
Level 14 130 Elizabeth Street Sydney 


There were no real sur- 
prises but some close 
matches as the third and 
final round of the pre- 
liminary group matches 
were played out fast Sun- 
day. 

In Pool | Weston 
Creek Royals needed to 
defeat Belconnen to have 
any chance of qualifying. 

The first half was tight 
with rare chances on both 
sides and then a cross 
into the Weston penalty 
area saw the keeper taken 
out and Scott Manson on 
hand to score into an 
empty net. 

Into the second period 


and a long free kick from - 


Martin Lazzari was not 
picked up by anyone, 
including the goalkeeper, 
and floated into the net. 

Weston pushed for the 

winner and Steve Lazzari 
had a one-on-one that he 
spumed, but in the last 
minute of the game a goal 
mouth scramble at the 
other end was finished 
off by Matt Whyte to 
give Belconnen a 2-1 
wi. 
-Bel's coach Lino Fio- 
rese was disappointed 
with his team's perform- 
ance 

"This was chalk and 
cheese from last week,” 
he said. 

"We were inconsistent 
and made some wrong 
choices." 

For Weston Jimmy 
Bland stated: "We'll 
come back from this, 
jearn and play better.” 

In the other game of 
this pool, Juventus put 12 
past the hapless White 


Eagles. 
Coach Billy Willox 
said after the game: 


"After the loss to Belcon- 
nen last week we've taken 
a look at ourselves. 

"Our performance on 
Tuesday and today has 
shown just what we've 
learnt." 

Pool 2 saw one match 


SYDNEY 


in Cooma where the 
home team took being 
hosts a little too far when 
they lost 12-0 to Monaro. 

Riverside Oval was the 
setting for the second 
Pool 2 match between 
Capital City Suns. and 
Tuggeranong United. 

After a blank first half, 
the Suns came out firing 
and scored three to take 
the game and a spot in 
the quarters. 

At Jamison Oval Pool 3. 
was fought out with the 
first match between ANU 
and the Bums Club, the 
most important. 

ANU | scored early 
through a defensive error 
but just before half-time 
Bums equalised follow- 
ing a corner that wasn't 
cleared. 

The second half was 
tough with the students 
having the best of the 
chances, but neither side 


could penetrate and with _ 


the draw, Bums went 
through to the quarter- 
finals. 

In the following match 
Canberra Olympic were 
just too good for Belwest 
Foxes winning 5-1. 

The final pool games 


were held at the Univer- 


sity of Canberra. 


Second Division O' 


Connor Knights over-ran 
Queanbeyan City Lions 
9-0 mainly through some 
good midfield play. 

In the second match 
Canberra .Deakin strug- 
gled to defeat University 
of Canberra, winning 2-1 
with a goal in the very 
last minute. Uni were 


leading 1-0 at the break. 
With all bar one game 
to play in the preliminary 
rounds, the final tables 
and quarter final draw, 
based on Gelconnen win- 
ning their postponed 
game against White Ea- 
gies looks like: 
Pool 1: Belconnen 
United 6, Juventus 6, 
Weston Creek Royals 3, 
White Eagles © 
Pool 2: Mc 9, Capi- 
tal City Suns. ‘oma 3, 
Tuggeranong Unind 0 
Pool 3: Canberra Olym- 
pic 9, Bums Club 4, 
ANU 4, Belwest Foxes 0 


Jan Heywood: his Monaro side slammed a dozen past Cooma 


Pool. 4: Canberra-Deakin 
9, Uni of Canberra 4, 
O'Connor Knights 3, 
Queanbeyan City 1 

Note: Burns Club goes 
through on better goal 
difference. 

Match 1: Belconnen 
United v Capital City 


Suns 
Match 2: Monaro v 
Gunghalin Juventus 


Match 3: Canberra Olym- 
pic v University of Can- 
berra 
Match 4: Canberra 
Deakin v Burns Club 

The winners of Match 1 


WIOSHY 
FURNITURE 


2 Enterprise Place 
Wetherill Park, NSW 2164 


TEL: ( 


CLS OMOOe 


Supporters of the Fairfield Bulls 
and Australian Soccer 
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and Match 3 will meet in 
one semi-final whilst the 
winners of Match 2 and 
Match 4 are to clash in 


“the other semi-final. 


And Soccer Canberra 
has joined forces with the 
Novell Canberra Cosmos 
to provide the possibility 
of a triple or evén quad- 
tuple-header on Monday 
April 5th, Eastér Mon- 
day. Anyone attending a 
quarterfinal double- 
header will obtain half- 
price at the Cosmos game 
that night at Bruce Sta- 
dium against the Sydney 
United Pumas, and may 
even get to see the Na- 
tional Youth League 
games as well. 

Although nothing is set 
yet, the expected venues 
are Deakin Oval and Riv- 
erside Oval for the two 
double-headers with 
kick-off times of either 
12pm and 2pm or Ipm 


and 3pm. 


Altona weave new 
found magic 


by Bert van Bedaf 


SOUTH Dandenong dis- 
covered just why life can 
be so very bleak at Pais- 
ley Park on a wet and 
cold autumn night when 
Altona weaved their new- 


found Magic last Satur- 
day night, trouncing the 
Southemers 5-1 in their 
quest of winning a fourth 
Victorian championship. 

With an industrial 
backdrop . of belching 
plumes from a nearby oil 
tefinery behind them and 
a regular, low-voltage 
rattle of goods trains as 
accompaniment, the 
Magic are marching men- 
acingly toward a top spot 
on the ladder. 

South Dandenong, who 
joined the premier league 
last season, are staring a 


ALTONA MAGIC 5 


SOUTH DANDENONG 1 


Venue: Paisley Park 


return to the first division 
in face. y 
So hazardous is the 


_ 


lower terrain this season, 
with four teams relegat- 
ing to reduce the league 
to 12 clubs next season, 
that each week a loss can 
send a club closer to the 
guillotine. 

The drubbing hit South 
Dandenong hard. 

Last week they lost 2-0 
to Altona East and this 
week just on the opposite 
side of the same park 
they came to grief again. 

Souths Craig - Moodie 
fired the first shot of the 
night at Altona ‘keeper 
Darren McGrath in the 


ninth minute, while for- 
mer Gippsland Falcons 
strongman Carlo Villani 


South Dandenong's Fadil Murigi in his playing days with Canberra Metros 


was allowed the same 
latitude two minutes 
later. 


But in the 25th minute 
Altona pounced. 

Henry Valkovski stole 
the ball from tardy South 
defender Valiant Mucaj 
and blasted home past 
‘keeper Chris Roche. 

Altona could have gone 
further ahead, but Roche 
proved quicker to the ball 
than Zoran Todorovski in 
the 37th minute and Toni 
Trifunoy shot wide after 
a rapid-fire one-two with 
Todorovski five minute 


before half time. 
The Magic exploded 
after the break. 
Todorovski nearly 


lobbed Roche in the 49th 
minute but the South 
"keeper managed to 
scramble back and palm 


Sapazovski hit the post 
in the 7ist, before Trifu- 
nov headed home the 
fourth goal in the 75th 
minute. 

It came from another 
brilliant Tasevski cross, 
but this time from the 
right. Sapazovski struck 
Altona's. fifth in the 86th 
minute before former 
Adelaide Shark Reshat 
Mezensof scored Souths 
consolation goal a minute 
into injury time. 

The South Dandenong 
success story reads like a 
fairytale, but there's great 
fear this season may sig- 
nal a return to harsher 
realities. 

About 12 years ago, the 
Albanian-backed club 
played in the amateur 
league, but a steady climb 
put them through 11 divi- 
sions into Victoria's high- 
est league last season. 

But this highly com- 
petitive season may see 
them in decline. 

"With four clubs going 
down, the league is very 
tough,” vice-president 
Tefik Sinani said. 


“The team doesn't click 


as well and we will need 
to find out what's the 
problem. 

“We beat Sunshine 6-1 
and now we've lost two 
games in a row, which is 
very dangerous.” 

South Dandenong 
player-coach Fadil 
Murigi, who looks a lot 
like Maradona and repre- 
sented the former Yugo- 
slavia on 32 occasions, 
said: "The result is too 
high. 

“Tt will be tough to stay 
in the premier league if 
we make mistakes." 

Zoran Trajcevski, Al- 
tona's player-coach and 
another former Knights 
champion, is confident 
his team can move up the 


chart quickly. 
"In our last five 
matches, we've had a 


draw and four wins in a 
Tow,” he said. 

“I am happy that the 
goals we scored are from 
playing action. 

“The build-up from the 
backline, the move to 
midfield and then to the 
strikers shows we are 


playing good football. 


“We'll be in the top," 
an upbeat  Trajceyski 
said. 


IN other results Preston 
kept up the pressure by 
beating Altona East 2-1, 
Bentleigh Greens stole a 
point at Port Melbourne 
with a 1-1 draw, 
Springvale gave the Mel- 
bourne Raiders a 3-0 bath 
and the struggling Sun- 
shine Georgies beat St 
Albans 1-0. 


THE Easter round js 
spread over a week. On 
Monday, April 5, St Al- 
bans is at home to Al- 
tona, Fawker to West- 
vale, Bentleigh hosts 
Bulleen and Altona East 
have a hard match against 
Port Melbourne. 

On Saturday, April 10, 
South Dandenong wel- 
comes Preston. 

On Sunday,April 11, 
-the Melbourne Raiders 
will be ready for Sun- 
shine, while Green Gully 
play Springvale at Gully 
Reserve on Monday, 


April 12. 


Knights Stump Up 


by Bert van Bedaf 


SOCCER Australia ordered the Melbourne Kn 
castle Breakers away dressin; 


heated 2-2 draw. 


ights to pay for damages to the New- 
ig room when the two sides met in round 11 for a 


Knights general manager Damien Phillips said the club had paid $651 ‘for dam- 


aged showerheads and cleanin; 


after the match. 


He said all players had been fined over the incident. 
“Of course, we're upset at what occurred,” he said. 

“We fined all 14 players who were part of the squad over the incident. 
“We did it in consultation with them. 


“We found them 
issue." 


Phillips said the club had waited until the 


before it paid the bill. 


ig Up of the room after Knights players had trashed it 


guilty and we fined them and we now consider the case a non- 


outcome of the SocAus investigation 


"We Were always going to pay the bill. But we waited until the investigation was 


completed to Soccer Australia and wh 


he said. 


Newcastle chairman Bill Collins said the 
also considered the issue closed. 


club had received a written apology and 


en that was completed we acted accordingly,” 


Short Shots 


by Bert van Bedaf 


the ball for a comer. 

John Sapazovski shot 
wide in the 63rd minute, 
but Altona hit the target 
in the 66th. 

Sapazovski took the 
corner. Valkovski headed 
the ball on and Simon 
Micevski hit the net at 
the far post. 

A great run on the left 
flank and a perfect cross 
by former Melbourne 
Knights champion, Mar- 
jan Taseyski, put To- 
dorovski on target for 
Altona's third goal after 
70 minutes, 


FORMER Melbourne Knights coach 
Vic Horvat was in charge of St Albans, 
losing 1-0 to relegation-troubled Sun- 
shine last weekend. 

Vince Della Plazas scored for. Sun- 
shine in the 78th minute. _ 


Knights. 


PAISLEY Park, home of Altona 
Magic and Altona East will undergo a 
major facelift. 

The local council of Hobsons Bay 
will spend $2.16 million upgrading the 
soccer facilities as part of a five-year 
plan to improve soccer in the region. 


senior 


league. 
SIX years. 


IN player moves, goal keeper Robert 


Brian has left Springvale White Eagles Fawkner club. 
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to join Green Gully, who also signed 
Sonny Sevin from ‘the Melbourne 


Preston striker Saso Markovski has 
been transferred to Westvale. 


FAWKNER captain’ Tony Schipano 
completed 25 years with the club this 
week, 


Schipano began playing with the club 
in the U7s in 1973 and broke into the 
team in 
Fawkner's first year in the premier 


He has ‘captained the side for the last 


His father, Guiseppe, and relatives Do- 
menic and Greg were founders of the 


1985, which was 
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ILLAWARRA 
Credit Union 


leading Ce ROO ie eirkGon woot i 
_—o 


Friday 2 April 
(First Grade kick off 3pm, Reserves 2.25pm, Youth 11.45am) 
Woonona v Lysaghts, Ocean Park 


Cringila Lions v Wollongong White Eagles, Crehan Park 


Friday 2 April 
(First Grade kick off 7pm, Reserves Spm, Youth 3.30pm) 
= ‘ Fernhill v Bulli, Towradgi Park 
@ Illawarra Credit Union — Premier League 
Saturday 3 April 
(First Grade kick off 3pm, Reserves 2.25pm, Youth 11.45am) 
coy Illawarra Credit U nion as Conference Leag ue - Kemblawarra v Coniston Lions, Albert Bilbo Butler Memorial Park 


Port Kembla v Northern United, Wetherall Park 


@ Illawarra Credit Union - Bert Bampton Cup 


Wollongong Olympic v Shoalhaven City, Brandon Park 


@ Illawarra Credit Union - Primary Schools Cup 


SIX SUPER REASONS 
TO SUBSCRIBE 

TO AUSTRALIA’S 
PREMIER SOCCER 
PUBLICATION: 


1. It’s cheaper 

2. To your door service — no hassles about sell- 
outs 

3. Great savings on our reader offers 

4. You will receive an annual surprise ‘freebie’ 
§. You’ll never miss a beat, keeping up to date 
with the stories that the others don’t carry 

6. Contribute to our editor's retirement fund! 


Inside Soccer 
Is Australia’s weekly national publication with a 
major remit to cover the Australian domestic 
game and relative issues. 

_ itis the only weekly Australian publication 

| which has a major national coast to coast distri- 
bution. 

} It'is also Australia’s top selling. soccer publica- 
tion. 

| Our writers are drawn from the ranks of the 


leading professional journalists as well as enthu- #% 
siastic amateurs. ’ 


Reader's contributions and letters are also 
keenly sought. 


52 ISSUES SUBSCRIPTION $125 
26 ISSUES SUBSCRIPTION $70 
10 ISSUES SUBSCRIPTION $36 


Ape a nr 


Payment should be 
sent to; 

Duntroon Publishing 
Suites 4/5, 

108 Railway Street 
Corrimal 

NSW 2518 


Please make cheques 
payable to Duntroon 
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Rovers expose 
City’s Achilles 
Heel 


By Tony Moran 


WITH the Brisbane 
Strikers playing at home 
on the Saturday, all QPL 
Round 6 games were 
played on Sunday 
afternoon. 

Of the five games only 
two were in Brisbane,. 
with the other games 


being played in 
Toowoomba, Ipswich 
and the Gold Coast. 


The two in Brisbane, 
however, featured the top 
four on the ladder going 
into the round. 

Down at Richlands a 
four o'clock kick off 
meant that Lions’ clash 
with Taringa would be 
slightly cooler than the 
2.45 match between 
fourth-placed Brisbane 
City and second-placed 
Rochedale Rovers, 

In the end only the heat 
was the winner as both 
teams wilted in the high 
temperatures. 

City opened the scoring 


Inside Soccer’s 
PAUL HARLEY 


EXPLORER Robert 
Scott’s greatest challenge 
was to be the first man to 
teach the bottom of the 
world. 

Soccer coach Gary 
Scott faces almost as 
great a challenge, in, 
trying to keep newcomers 
Toowoomba United, off 
the bottom of the 
Queensland Premier 
League. 

The ieague’s newest 
club faced a daunting 
start to their debut 
season, with three of the 
first four games against 
teams who finished in 
last season’s Top Four. 


All four opening 
fixtures were lost, 
conceding 14 goals in the 
process. 

Would he have- 
preferred an easier start 
to the season? 


“Certainly, a few early 
points would have been 
nice,” Scott says. 

“But let’s face it, all the 
other clubs are used to 
playing at a_ higher 
standard than we have. 

“There will be no easy 
games for us in the QPL 
League this season.” 

Scott came to Australia 
as a 14-year-old from 
Birmingham in England, 
where he had been 


BRISBANE CITY 2 


ROCHEDALE ROVERS 3 


City: Appledorn, Strange, Elliot; Tuck (Voss), Geminelli (Cameron), Waugh, 
Battistin, Haddow, Carloss, Cooley, Jenkins (Dessi). 
Rovers: Ross, Brattan, Davidson, Harris, Lane, Ditton, Fitzsimmons (Monement), 
Pilic, Legg, Cooper (Olley), Koch. 


after thirteen minutes, 
however, when a poor 
clearance by Ross 
Davidson allowed new- 
signing Nathan Carloss to 
force his way through the 
Rovers defence. 

His chip beat’ Graham 
Ross from only a few 
metres out. 1-0 to City. 

Tt seemed like City 
were going to carry on 
their strong start, but on 


21. minutes, Michael 
Legg, wide on the left cut 
inside his marker, 


Jenkins, and floated a 
right foot cross into the 
six yard box. 

As the City defence 
raised their arms for 
offside midfielder, David 
Pilic jumped alone and 


playing in Birmingham 
City’s youth set-up. 

He played for a time 
with Moorebank and 
Polonia in the New South 


Wales State League, 
Division 1. 
His playing career 


ended in 1981, and the 
following year he moved 
to Toowoomba and took 
up the coaching position 
at local club Willowburn. 

They had just entered 
the QSF Brisbane 
competition for the first 
time, meaning they had to 
start in Division 7. 

With no formal 
coaching qualifications, 
Gary Scott returned to 
Birmingham City in 1983 
where he worked with 
their youth development 
“squad, picking up on the 
coaching techniques used 
at the club. 

This obviously paid 
dividends, as by 1990, 
Scott: had taken 
Willowbur into Division 
2. 

He.then moved to local 
rivals, St. Albans. 

Also.in Division 2, at 
the time they were in 
sothethmg of a crisis, 
with only seven players 
signed to their three 
senior teams, 

Four years later, they 
finished in third placé, in 
the last season before the 
QSF re-organised the 
competition. 


intend 


headed 
equaliser. 

Minutes later the move 
was repeated from the 
right, but Harris this time 
jumped alone only to see 
his header drift past the 
left-hand post with 
Appledom beaten. 

A quick one-two 
between Pilic and Koch 
opened up the City 
defence once more, but 
Pilics left foot effort was 
weil saved by Appledorn 
diving to his left. 

After 36 minutes Steve 
Fitzsimmons picked up a 
loose ball on the edge of 
the City area and as the 
home defence stood and 
watched, his speculative 
shot eluded Appledorn 


home the 


scott’s Toowoomba 
United 


The two erstwhile 
rivals then got together to 
form Toowoomba United 
(although the original 
clubs remained in 
existence, taking part in 
the local competition at 
both senior and junior 
level). 

They were accepted 
into the new Semi 
Professional Division 1 
(South), and Scott was 
appointed as coach, with 
the ultimate aim of taking 
the club into the flagship 
of Queensland soccer, the 
Premier League. 

After dominating Semi- 
Pro South for two years, 
that became a reality in 
early 1999. 

Beenleigh announced 
their withdrawal on 
financial grounds, and 
Toowoomba were invited 
to take their place. 

This late admission left 
the club a little short of 
Preparation, and Scott 
admitted that the team 
were probably not up to 
QPL standard at the start 
of the season. 

“It’s éome as a bit of a 


shock, we didn’t expect-. 


to get in, and only did 
because Beenleigh had to 
pull out,” he says. 

“It was a bit late to 
organise properly, but we 
weren’t about to turn the 
chance down, as it might 
never come again. _ 

“So it’s been a~ dit 


“.semi-pro, 


and ended up in the back 
of the net. 


Nobody seemed more . 


surprised ‘that 
Fitzsimmons and Rovers 
were 2-1 up. 

Time and again Rovers 
were finding gaps in the 
City defence, and when 
Davidson and Koch 
broke away, the two of 
them only had one 
defender to beat betwen 
them. 

Davidson rounded the 
keeper and pulled back 
for Koch who smashed it 
into an open goal. 

Against all the odds 
Rovers were 3-1 up. 

City coach Hamilton 
immediately responded 


by replacing Tuck with 


to stay 


rushed, we’re short on 
fitness and preparation, 
and playing catch up 
right from the start.” 

Prior to their away 
fixture at reigning 
premiers, Brisbane City, I 
asked Gary if he felt any 
progress had been made. 

“Yes, we're getting 
there, I don’t think it will 
be too long before we 
start winning,” the coach 
said. 

“We're catching up 
fitness wise, ~there’s a 
definite improvement 
there. 

“And we're matching 
teams, pushing them for 
maybe 30-45 minutes, so 
obviously we have to 
maintain that for the full 


game. 

“Against. Lions last 
week, for instance, we 
could have been 3-0 up 
within quarter of an hour. 
“But we’re still making 
little mistakes, which we 
often got away with in 
but  they’re 
‘being punished at this 
- level, and we lost 4-1 in 
the end. 

“We all have to mature 
a little, and I include 
myself in that.” 

Gary Scott’s comments 
were to prove prophctic, 
Toowoomba missing a 
great chance to take an 
early lead, City opening 
the scoring five minutes 
later. < 


Voss, and as the half. 
ended he stormed off to 
the dressing room to 
await his charges. 

Hamilton’s half-time 
talk must have been 
effective, as City came 
out and took the game to 
Rochedale. 

A cross from the left 
was met by Carloss 
whose header came off 
the bar with Ross beaten. 

Minutes later Voss 
broke down the left, but 
his cross was met by 
Battistin who had strayed 
into an offside poistion, 
and the flag went up. 

On 58 minutes Mark 
Geminelli hobbled off 
and was replaced by 
Allan Cameron recently 
signed from the 
Queensland Academy of 
Sport. 

And after 63 minutes 
Rovers coach Peter 
Bannon brought on 
young Matt Olley for 
veteran striker Kieran 
Cooper, who was visibly 
tired in the heat. 

Five minutes later a 
cross from the right 
found Nathan Carloss 
unmarked at the far post, 
but his header .was 
parried back to him by 
Ross. 

Unfortunately he could 
only get to it using his 
hands, and received a 
yellow card when he 
slapped it into the net. 

Two minutes later 
Monement replaced 
Fitsimmons who had 
been injured earlier. 


. At 2-1 down, they 
missed further chances to 
equalise, before a late 
own goal sealed the 
points for City. 

There was some 
consolation to be taken 
from an encouraging 
display. 

They ran their more 
illustrious opponents 
close, and with a little 
more luck at either end, 
could have taken 
something from -the 
game. 
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QUEENSLAND PREMIER LEAGUE BIG MATCH UPDATE 


Fuelled on fourex to 
combat the heat the 
Rochedale fans kept up 
their singing all afternoon 
as City launched wave 
after wave of attacks at 
the tiring City Rovers 
defence. 

Brattan received a 
yellow card for a foul on 
the edge of the area, and 
from the resulting free- 
kick Battistin headed 
home, only to have his 
goal disailowed for 
pushing. 

Both Battistin and 
captain Haddow received 
yellow cards for arguing 
with referee Richard 
Coutts. 

With ten minutes to go 
Mark Dessi replaced 
Mark Jenkins as 
Hamilton made his fast 
throw of the dice. 

But Rovers went 
straight down the other 
end, and a cross from the 
right was put wide by 


Koch when he was 
unmarked on the penalty 
spot. 


Three minutes later a 
break by Cameron down 
the left saw him pull the 
ball back for Shane 
Haddow who was pulled 
down as he tried to 
control it, 

Referee Coutts had no 
hesitation in pointing to 
the spot, and Mark 
Baitistin calmly stroked it 
home, sending Ross the 
wrong way. 

In. the final minute 
Carloss was shown his 
second yellow, and was 
despatched to. the 
dressing room. 

This win for Rovers 
opens up a six point gap 
between them and. City, 
and leaves coach Bobby 
Hamilton with a number 
of headaches only eight 
days away from their big 
clash against Lions at 
Richlands, 


— 


third placed teams drew 1-1, 


the other for Ipswich, with 
consolation for the Wolves. 


Taringa are now the only team to have taken any points off 
Lions, who stay top, one point ahead of Rochedale. This 
means that there is now a five point gap between second 
placed Rochedale and third-placed Taringa, with City and | 
the Ipswich Knights a further point adrift on nine. | 

The Knights brought Wynnum down to earth after their 
win over the Gold Coast lastw week, beating them 4-1, with 
veteran Peter Vogler scoring a hat-trick. Clint Scott scored 


Further west in Toowoomba, Andy Brayshaw got the only | 
goal of the match as Mount Gravatt continued the Raiders 
miserable season, with a 1-0 win, 

And on the Gold Coast, the Bundaberg Waves managed to 
take a point forcing an own goal after Steve Mack had 


IN OTHER matches down at Richlands first half goals by | 
Vedran Becirbegovic for Brisbane Lions and Andrew Packer 
for Taringa Rovers saw the honours shared as the first and 


Nick Hadland getting the 


opened the scoring for the Coast. , 
It was also a vastly getting here. 
improved performance “There’s a lot of talent 
from what I'd seen on the here, plenty of - good 
opening day at home to players, and we want to 
Ipswich Knights. be part of it. 


However, it was still a 
fourth defeat from four 
games ... so were there 
any regrets or second 
thoughts about taking 
their place in the Premier 
League? 

“No, absolutely not,” 
he said. “All our efforts 
in the last two years were 
with- the intention of 


Minto 


Bonnyrigg 9610 1137 North Ryde 9876 1619 
Hornsby 9477 1074 Riverstone 9627 5148 
Kellyville 9629 1518 Rockdale 9556 3386 
Leumeah 4626 1700 Rooty Hill 9832 0567 
Lidcombe 9654 2311 Windsor 4577 8931 
COUNTRY : 

Coniston 4229 4901 Oak Flats 4256 4515 
Gosford 4325 0107 Shoalhaven 4448 6091 
Newcastle 4954 5305 Terrigal 4977 1350 
Nth Wollongong 4226 2820 Ulladulla 4455 2281 


For further information contact the 
Manager ISA NSW on 9629 1800 or 0414 430 047 


OCCER (FIVE A SIDE) 
ASSOCIATION OF N.S.W. Inc. 
WINTER COMPETITIONS NOW RUNNING 


ALL THESE ISA CENTRES ARE AFFILIATED WITH SOCCER NSW 
CONTACT A CENTRE NEAR YOU 


“Some of our own 
players are aiming at a 
higher level, and are 
capable of making it, but 
they won’t get there 
playing semi-pro. 

“We love it in the 
Premier League, we feel 
we have something to 
offer, and we. intend to 
stay” 


9824 5435 
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Brilliant Hendo 
defies champions 


By Anthony Raineri 


TWO outstanding second 
half saves by goalkeeper 
Paul Henderson 
enabled Northern Spirit 
to hold on for a 1-0 win 
over defending NSL 
champions South Mel- 
bourne at North Sydney 
Oval on Friday night. 
-Powerful long range 
blasts by South mid- 
fielder George Goutziou- 
lis eight minutes after the 
break and New Zealand 
striker Vaughan Coveny 
with five minutes to go 
forced the rookie keeper 
to’ make acrobatic saves. 
Spirit fans were in 
shock in the dying min- 
utes when South had the 
ball in the back of the 
net, but the assistant refe- 
ree had ruled offside a 
second before. 
Midfielder Kresimir 
Marusic scored the win- 


ning goal early in- the 
game and the home team 
had to survive a nail- 
biting finish to hold off 
South Melbourne who. 
looked more and more 
likely to score as the 
game wore on. 

Expecting one of their 
toughest matches of the 
season, Spirit encoun- 
tered an insipid South 
Melbourne in the first 
half. 

The goal came after 11 
minutes when South Mel- 
bourne keeper Michael 
Petkovic dropped a 
speculative 25m shot by 


midfielder Paul Bilo- 
kapic. 

Marusic, a former 
player of the year, 


pounced on the loose ball 
to poke in his eighth goal 
o the season. 

Spirit dominated the 
rest of the half without 
being overly stretched 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 1 (Marusic) 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 0 


Venue: North Sydney Oval 
Man of the Match: Paul Henderson SPRT 


and had perhaps the 
second and third best 
chances to score another 
goal but English import 
Tan Crook and Young 
Socceroo reject Matthew 
Langdon missed the tar- 
get. 

South did not have a 
single shot on goal in the 
first half except for a 
Fausto ~De <Amicis 
strike, which although 
powerful, was inaccurate. 

Spirit kicked off the 
second half in much the 
same fashion with Clay- 
ton Zane chipping the 
crossbar. 

South, with coach An- 
gie Postecoglou's half- 
time tirade still fresh in 
the players mind, 
decided to make a game 
of it and had Spirit under 
siege for the rest of the 
game. 

Spirit - player-coach 
Graham Amold was un- 


able to complete his 
200th NSL game after 
suffering a minor neck 
injury in the 60th minute. 

Postecoglou, after his 
team's fourth loss of the 
season, said he was 
happy with his side's 
overall performance. 

"We got what we ex- 
pected in the first 15 
minutes and  unfortu- 
nateky conceded a goal," 


he said. "If we keep play-~ 


ing like this we won't 
have many problems. 

"T have learnt over the 
years that in the lead up 
to the finals how you are 
playing is just as impor- 
tant as the results." 

Spirit coach Graham 
Amold said he was elated 
with the turnaround in 
form after last week's 
shock 2-1 loss to wooden 
spooner Canberra Cos- 
mos. 

"South Melbourne is 
the best team to have 
played here this season," 
he said. 


"At least they play 


football and never just . 


put players behind the 


bali." 
Amold also heaped 
praise on his counterpart. 
"Everyone is mention- 
ing other names for the 
Socceroos coaching posi- 
tion but I think Angie 


also deserves to be con- 
sidered." 

Of his own players 
Amold paid special trib- 
ute to Matthew Langdon. 

“He's been feeling a bit 
down because he missed 


out on the young Soc- 
ceroos squad," Arnold 
said. "But I have told him 
the only way to prove 
(coach) Les Scheinflug 
wrong is to keep playing 
well." - 


turing ASICS “footbalt boots, Mechnalccical aspects are ee 


mely important.But we never forget about ° cradition. — 


ASTCS has its own way-of making 


history. The highlights 
Of our new football eol- 


Jection form a Tandmark 
in, that histery. 
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Knipe 


enough 


A DOUBLE from multi tal- 
ented midfielder Wayne Knipe 
kept. Brisbane Strikers faint 
Ericsson Cup hopes alive with 
a convincing 3-1 win over 
Canberra Cosmos at 
Suncorp Stadium on Saturday. 

The win puts the former 
Ericsson Cup champions three 
points outside the top six in 
seventh place with four games 
remaining. 

Brisbane, who need to over- 
haul either Adelaide City or 
Sydney Olympic to make the 
playoffs led 1-0 at the break 
after a dominating first half. 

The Strikers had eight defi- 
nite scoring chances before 
Knipe broke the deadlock in 
the 26th minute. 

Knipe, playing his first 
game since dropped by coach 
John Kosmina following the 
Newcastle clash in mid- 
January, grabbed with two 


hands his opportunity to im- 
press again. 

He had earlier surprised the 
small crowd of 3,454 by sing- 
ing the national anthem prior 
to kick off, registered his first 
goal of the season ‘scoring 
from close range past Can- 
berra keeper Vilson Knezevic. 

Knipe, who came into the 
side for Sean Cranney, bagged 
his second goal in the 89th 
minute again from close range 
off a cross from Nick Mere- 
dith. 

Although the crowd was 
smaller than expected, it was 
enough to give the Strikers the 
honour of registering the Er- 
icsson Cup's one millionth 
spectator for the season. 

The Strikers served notice 
from the opening whistle that 
they had not given up their 
slim finals hopes with several 
close calls in the first 20 min- 


BRISBANE STRIKERS 3 (Knipe 2, Meredith) 
CANBERRA COSMOS 1 (De Jesus) 


Venue: Suncorp Stadium 


Man of the Match: Nick Meredith BRIS 


Cold Knights 
all but end 
Breakers 
hopes 


MELBOURNE Knights ended 
Newcastle's undefeated streak 
of nine matches when a first 
half goal by Zeljko Susa beat 
the Breakers 1-0 at a wet and 
windy Knights Stadium on 
Sunday aftemoon. 

The foss made it harder for 
Newcastle to make the na- 
tional soccer league finals 
while the Knights hope to 
move further away from the 
table bottom in the closing 
rounds. 

The Knights, without sus- 
pended captain Ante Kovace- 
vic. took the lead after- 24 
minutes when midfielder 
Susa's shot took a deflection 
off Breakers defender Adam 
Sanderson and flew past 
keeper Bob Catlin into the net. 

Newcastle had a chance to 
get even in the 27th minute, 
but Tom Haythornthwaite's 
header from a Robert Shannon 
corner went over the bar. “ 

The Breakers were nearly a 


goal down after 14 minutes 
but Mark Wilson headed the 
ball off the line after 
Knights defensive mid- 
fielder Joe Rajher headed 
goalwards from a corner. 

Newcastle pressured after 
the break and Glenn Sprod 
in the 48th minute hit a 
wind-assisted corner that 
curled goal-bound and was 
palmed onto the bar by 
Knights keeper Martin John. 

A minute later Haythom- 
thwaite headed into John 
from close range to waste 
another opportunity. 

Ivan Kelic should have 
put the Knights further 
_ahead in the 70th minute but 
his shot hit the far post with 

--only Catlin to beat after a 

»-clever through pass by Ante 
Deak. 

+ Tasmanian Lance Plun- 
‘kett, who played in the Mal- 
dives, made his debut for 
the Knights after a long 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 1 (Susa) 
NEWCASYTLE BREAKERS 0 


Venue: Knights Park 


Man of the Match: Michael Reda MELK 


SSE SS SE 


utes. 

Canberra keeper Knezevic 
was called on in the first min- 
ute to tip a 20 metre shot from 
Strikers front man Stu 
McLaren wide of the upright. 

Reece Tollenaere missed 
with a sitter scooping a shot 
over the crossbar in the 13th 
minute while team mates 
Kasey Wehrman and Jeromy 
Harris both were astray with 
gift chances. 

Only desperate defence from 
the visitors prevented a Strik- 
ers whitewash in the first half. 

The Strikers continued their 


‘dominance after the break but 


had to wait until the 72nd 
minute before extending their 
lead 2-0 when Meredith rifled 
a 20 metre angled shot which 
took a slight deflection off a 
Canberra defender into the 
net. 

The only joy for Canberra 
came deep into time-on when 
midfielder Ivo De Jesus 
surged into the box in a soto 
tun before beating keeper 
Clint Bolton with his shot. 


wait, coming on as a substitute 
for Ransford Banini in the 87th 
minute. 

“We'll try to lift at least an- 
other spot for the rest of the 
season to finish the job-on a 
high note," Knights coach Joe 
Biskic said. 

"We have two more games at 
home which we must win and 
hopefully we'll take some away 
points. Somehow we'can't win 
two games in a row, which is 
really important for us.” 

Biskic said Rajher, Michael 
Reda and Susa had been his 
best players in the windy con- 
ditions which made play noto- 
riously difficult at the Sunshine 
ground. Newcastle coach Lee 
Sterrey said his team had been 
woeful in the first half when 
Playing into the strong wind. 

“We did not handle the con- 
ditions at all," Sterrey said. 
“We have to win our last four 
games for a chance at the finals 
but we're still in it." 


ASICS BIG MATCH UPDATE: ERICSSON CUP ROUND 26 


Nick Meredith: his goal helped keep Brisbane's faint hopes alive 


NATIONAL 
SOCCER LEAGU 


Monday 5 April ~ 


Bruce Stadium 
Bye: Perth Glory 


£ 


* 

Round 27: 3/5 April 3 
Saturday 3 April 

Marconi v Melbourne Knights 

Marconi Stadium 7.30pm 
Sunday 4 April 

Newcastle Breakers v Wollongong Wolves 

Breakers Stadium 6.00pm 

South Melbourne v Brisbane Strikers 

Bob Jane Stadium 6.00pm 

Gippsland Falcons v Northern Spirit 

Mobil Park 6.00pm 

Adelaide Sharks v Adelaide City 

Hindmarsh Stadium 4.30pm 

Sydney Olympic v Carlton 

Belmore Sports Ground 6.30pm 


Canberra Cosmos v Sydney United 


7.30pm 


9823 6418, Wollongong City (02) 4226 3988 


] 

NOTE: all information believed correct at time of going to press. Please check with daily press, 
your club or Soccer Australia for changes to scheduled kick offs. 

ASF (02) 9380 6099, Adelaide City (08) 8336 9077, Adclaide Sharks (08) 8351 9866, Brisban: 
Strikers (07) 3252 5327, Carlton (03) 9389 6213, Canberra Cosmos (02) 6281 7981, Gipps! 
Falcons (03) 5134 5529, Marconi Fairfield (62) 9823 2222, Melbourne Knights (03) 9699 4188, 
Newcastle Breakers (02) 4951 2722, Northern Spirit (02) 9460 2187, Perth Glory (08) 938: 
9911, South Melbourne (03) 9645 9797, Sydney Olympic (02) 9558 5355, Sydney United (02 } 
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ASICS BIG MATCH UPDATE: ERICSSON CUP ROUND 26 


by Alan Clark ~ 


THIS WAS a match 
where the prize for the 
winner was a meagre one, 
but failure to win it 
would be deadly. 

Carlton and Marconi - 
for most of the season 
each a hot tip for a long 
tun in the Finals - had 
sunk to positions on the 
ladder from where it was 
more likely their seasons 
would cease on_ Anzac 
Day. 

A sustained run of vic- 
tories would rehabilitate 
their chances, but cruel 
fate meant that their 
head-to-head meeting in 
this game. must lead to 
the extinguishment of 


hope for one. 
At the whistle it was 
Marconi players who 


and 


jubilant, 


were 


Carlton heads downcast 
as Marconi had managed 
to come from behind to 
win 2-1. 

Since Christmas, when 
things had seemed bright 
for then fourth-placed 
Marconi, the pedigree 
Sydney side had garnered 
only 12 of the 42 points 
on offer. 

Carlton - then third - 
had managed but eleven 
of their 39. 

Both sides then were 
only one win from league 
leadership. 

If the NSL ladder com- 
prised only the games 
since Christmas, Marconi 
and Carlton would lan- 
guish in 11th and 12th 
places respectively, and 
have the league's leakiest 
and second leakiest de- 
fences. 

Both teams’ aspirations 


CARLTON 1 (Thompson) 
MARCONI 2 (Gibson, Maloney) 


Venue: Olympic Park 


Man of the Match: Brad Maloney MARC 


were for something sig- 
nificantly better. 

Now needing to make 
up a two-win gap for 
sixth place, Marconi's 
plight was desperate. 

Carlton, chasing a gap 
exceeding two wins, were 
surely on their last 
chance. 

But for such a game 
where there was plenty at 
stake, the first half was 
mostly a turgid and unin- 
spiring exhibition, with 
little desire or passion 
evident on the park. 

Maybe there was too 


much at stake. 
Cariton - were, once 
again, -compelled to 


blood young players, as 
established ones were 
absent through injury and’ 
national youth team obli- 
gations. 

Steve Martin. was one 


newcomer who im- 
pressed - in the 20th min-- 
ute he brought down a 
diagonal ball supplied by 
Marcus | Stergiopoulos 
from his chest-and. man- 
aged a shot from the cor- 
ner of the penalty area 
which whistled over. 

Two minutes later Mar- 
tin was again just off- 
target when a pass from 
Carlton captain Andrew 
Marth managed to find 
the youngster after 
Buddy Farah missed an 
opportunity to intercede. 

Newcomer Archie 
Thompson had an oppor- 
tunity from an Alex 
Moreira pass, but 
Thompson's shot was 
smothered by Ante 
Covic, 

Just before the half 
ended, Thompson pro- 
vided what turned out to 
be a cameo of the influ- 
ence he would exert in 
the second half. 

He made a swerving 
run past four defenders, 
leaving two on the 
ground in his wake, be- 


fore loosing a shot which 
was caught by Covic. 

Marconi too had oppor- 
tunities - skipper Brad 
Maloney had started well 
and exerted his influence 
throughout. 

He had been flattened 
by Carlton keeper Dean 
Anastasiadis in a tackle 
which if performed by an 
olitfielder would havé 
warranted a penalty and 
an early finish for the 
tackler, and which re- 
quired him to spend some 
minutes off the park un 
der treatment, 

Just before the end of 
the half, Kris Trajanovski 
was just centimetres from 
converting a ball on the 
slide, played in by Fran- 
cis Awaritefe. 

Nine minutes into the 
second half - with the 
game temperature rising 
for a period - Thompson 
was released and broke 
strongly for goal. , 

After making consider- 
able ground and being in 
a threatening position but 
wider than he preferred, 
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he elected to attempt to 
tum with the bail and 
open the width of his 
target. 

By doing so, he al- 
lowed the Marconi de- 
fence to catch up and 
bustle him out of posses- 
sion. 

Tt was building, but few 
expected the avalanche of 
incident arising in a quar- 
ter-hour period starting 
with the game's opening 
goal from Thompson in 
the 72nd minute. 

Thompson had _ ex- 
changed a pass with 
Moreira mid-pitch and 
ran with the Brazilian as 
he homed-in on goal. 

At the edge of the pen- 
alty-area Dominic Longo 


_and. Mike Smith made 
“ineffectual tackles allow- 


ing Moreira to shoot. 

Covic palmed the ball 
only to Thompson who 
gleefully netted. 

Two minutes after, 
David Cervinski was to 
rue a foul that put Ma- 
Toney over the free-kick 
midway into attacking 
territory. 

“Maloney played a 
‘square ball to Chad Gib- 
son who had moved up 
un-noticed and so un- 
marked. 

Gibson's shot from 
fully 30 metres screamed 
past Anastasiadis for the 
equaliser. 

Maloney and Smith 
nearly combined just 
moments later ‘for an- 
other, and Gibson's long- 


range shot from a wide 
position was gratefully 
touched over by Anasta- 
siadis. 

Both sides now 
launched their final ef- 
forts to keep their seasons 
alive.Thompson had a 
shot ten minutes from 
time which Covic de- 
flected over, and a Marth 
header to Cervinski was 
cut back to Moreira who 
was wide from close-in. 

But it was Maloney's 
free-kick from 25 metres, 
taking a slight deflection 
off the defensive wall and 
flying past Anastasiadis 
that proved to be the win- 
ner, 

When asked if the loss 
effectively ends Carlton's 
season, a dejected coach 
Eddie Kmcevic _ said: 
"Absolutely. 

"It's very disappointing 
for everyone concerned. 

“I thought we could 
have got a result today." 

It was a different story 
in the visitors' rooms - 
the players' singing of 
"We are alive!" could be 
heard through | the 
change-room walls. 

Coach Frank Farina - 
happy at the come-from- 
behind win said: "I 
thought the boys fought 
back well. 

“I was reasonably 
happy with the way we 
played tonight. 

“Tt was always going to 
be a game decided by one 
goal. 

“We're still alive." 
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Danny Boy stars in 
Wolves home win 


by Mike Driscoll 

ROOKIE goalkeeper 
Daniel Beltrame was the 
hero for Wollongong 
Wolves in its 2-0 victory 
over national soccer 
league struggler Adelaide 
Sharks at Brandon 
Park on Sunday. - 

Wolves skipper Matt 
Horsley scored on 13 
minutes with the victory 
only sealed three minutes 
into injury time through 


new signing Tahitian 
international Gerald 
Quennet. 

Despite both teams 


being out of play-off con- 
tention, it was an enter- 
taining game of many 
chances. Horsley finished 
off a neat passing move 
on the edge of the Sharks 
box to give Wollongong 
an early lead. 

The midfielder slipped 


but still managed to 
squeeze the ball past 
Adelaide goalkeeper 
Nathan Wildy. 

In a busy game for both 
keepers Beltrame, in only 
his second senior game 
made three telling 
Saves 

Twice he denied Sharks 
striker Alex: Duric with 
one on one saves. 

Beltrame's other impor- 
fant save was a long 
range effort from Sharks 
defender Alex Castro in 
the 20th minute. Joel 
Porter should have 
earned the visitors a goal 
but spooned his shot over 
the bar in the final min- 
utes. Wollongong then 
ensured maximum points 
and their eighth win of 
the season when substi- 
tute Quennet broke clear 
to score his first goal for 
Wollongong three min- 


utes into injury time. 
Both teams had plenty 
of chances with Wollon- 


“gong in particular on top 


in the first half. 

Wollongong almost 
went 2-0 ahead on 38 
minutes when striker Ray 
Younis had a_ header 
cleared off the line and 
from the rebound Mi- 
chael Brooks had a goal- 
bound shot scrambled 
clear. 

But the Sharks were 
always dangerous on the 
counter attack with Duric 
a constant threat up 
front. 

Tt has been a tough 
week for Adelaide on and 
off the field, with the 
cash strapped club 
appointing an administra- 
tor last Thursday. 

Meanwhile, Wollon- 
gong have now made it 
two wins in a row and are 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 2 (Horsley, Quennet) 
ADELAIDE SHARKS 0 
Venue: Brandon Park 


Man of the Match: Daniel Beltrame WOLL 


Skipper Matt Horsley: on the scoresheet again as the Wolves make it two in a row 


looking to finish the again inspirational in tional Esala Masi did. Duric, Corey Artone and 
season strongly. On Sun- . midfield, as was Paul well up front. defender Alex Castro. all 
day skipper Horsley was Reid while Fijian interna- For a spirited Sharks played well: 


Last gasp Halpin 
rescues Glory 


By Andrew Hamilton 


SYDNEY Olympic ended 
Perth Glory's best ever win- 
ning streak and robbed them 
of a spot on top of the national 
soccer league ladder when 
they fought out a thrilling 2-2 
draw at Perth Oval on Sunday. 

Olympic appeared to have 
the game won until the 93rd 
minute when a free kick by 
Scott Halpin sailed past a six 
man wall and into the back of 
the net. Olympic appeared to 
expect the kick to come from 
the deadly boot of Con Bout- 
sianis and were left flat footed 
when Halpin took the shot. 

It was a game both sides 
were destined to win and one. 


in which both had plenty of - 


opportunities to secure the- 
three points. > 
The home side came out 
firing and had found the back 


of the net within three minutes” 


of the kick off through the 
boot of Bobby Despotovski, 
but the star striker was 
deemed offside and the score 


did not register. Glory domi- 
nated proceedings in the first 
half but wasted many opportu- 
nities. The best chance was a 
penalty to Alistair Edwards, 
but Olympic keeper George 
Bouhoutsos was equal to the 
task. Perth did not score until 
the 31st minute when Bout- 
sianis put a shot past the out- 
stretched arms of Bouhoutsos. 

The. leveller came in the 
65th minute when-diving Syd- 
ney skipper Peter Tsekenis 
connected with a corner kick 
that had cleared a pack of 
players and headed it into the 
comer of the net. 

With the scores tied, both 
sides looked for something 
from their bench players and it 
was the Sydney duo of Mark 
Brennan and Nick Carle who 
were the first to produce the 
goods. 
sIn the 84th minute Carle 
headed a clever chip kick from 
Brennan to score. All seemed 
lost for Perth until Halpin's 
flash of brilliance in the dying 


stages, 


PERTH GLORY 2 (Boutsianis, Halpin) 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 2 (Tsekenis, Brennan) 


Venue: Perth Oval 


Man of the Match: Peter Tsekenis SOLY 


Peter Tsekenis: scored with a diving header 
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FRIENDLY CHALLENGE 
23 March 
RKC Waalwijk 1 Austratia Under 20s 1 


Colosimo 89 
Australia: A Breaden, E Bosnar (M Bymes 68”), S 
Colosimo, M Cunico, B Emerton (C Care 80’), L 
Wilson, J Culina, V Grella, M Bresciano (D Ter- 
minello 58), J Maisano, M Sterjovski (D Invincibile 
58°) 


Vitesse Amhem 0 Australia Under 20s 2 
Colosimo 27, 62 
Australia: A Breaden, L Wilson, S Colosimo, E Bos- 
nar, M Cunico, B Emerton, V Grella, J Culina, M 
Bresciano, D Invincible, J Maisano 

Feyenoord 0 Australian Under 20s 3 
Sterjovski 4 

Bosnar 18 

Cunico 80 

Australia: M Tumbull, L Wilson (P Weare 45°), M 
Cunico, E Bosnar, M Bymes, D Invincibile, V Grella 
( Bresciano 67’), C Care, D Terminello, J Maisano 
GJ Culina 67°), M Sterjovski (B Emerton 75’) 
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ERICSSON CUP 1998/99 


PWD 
24146 
24 153 


1 South Melbourne 
2 Sydney United 


FA Pts 
44 24 48 
45 31.48 


Perth Glory 
Northern Spirit 
Adelaide City 
Sydney Olympic 


24144 


53 30 46 
32 3144 
37 24 39 
40.29 39 


Marconi Fairfieid 
Brisbane Strikers 
Newcastle Breakers 
10 Carlton 
11 Wollongong City 
12 Adelaide Sharks’, 
13 Melbourne Knights 
14 Gippsland Falcons 
15 Canberra Cosmos 


10 4445 36 
9936 39:35 
9 232933 
12 43 40 32 
10 37 39 30 
12 32 39 24 
13 27 36 23 
13 14 41 21 
19 20 50 14 


NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE. 
Northern Division 


AIS 


Sydney Olympic 
Marconi Fairfield 
Newcastle Breakers 
Northern Spirit 
NSWIS 
Wollongong Wolves 
QAS 


Sydney United 

Marconi Fairfield Colts 
ACTAS 

Northem Spirit Colts 
Sydney United Colts 
Sydney Olympic Academy 
Wollongong Wolves Colts 


Southern Division 
Carlton 

South Melbourne 
Melboume Knights 


VIS 


Gippsland Faicons 
Bulleen Inter Kings 
Albury Wodonga 


VEHWHRRENYNUUNAG 


BNYUWWYD 


Parramatta Eagles 83 1 4 109 10 Moorebank Sports 30122 121 University OP NSW 2002190 
SCHOOLS Central Coast S2 EASA als 7 Rockdale City Suns 3003180 
Ryde City 8 1 3 4 10146 Aubum United 30032 n0 UNDER 21s “P WD LF A Pt 
Sutherland Sharks S U2: S°9520'5 Mt Druitt Town Rangers 2 2 0.0 103 6 
Australian Indoor Soccer Association Eastern Suburbs 8 1 1 6 9 234 UNDER 21s P WODLF A Pt Fraser Park 2200 05 6 
NSW Schools State Championship St George Saints SO Ol Ob arial) 9) Hills United 2E2 FORO 742.36 
Friday 19 March UNDER 21 P WODLEF A Pt Manly Warringah SOMO Gas 9 + Hajduk Wanderers 2en2 BOLO) in SIG: 
Under 15 Girls Parramatta Eagles S52 1 BISRIEI 7, Penrith Panthers Sr2y i 10 1653 7 Hurstville ZSC 246,70) 116) 463 
NSW White 4 Northern NSW 2 Bonnyrigg White Eagles § 5 0 3 137 I5 AC United 3201 08 6 Greystanes 2 Pee Ss, 4a 
Under 15 Boys Central Coast 8 42 2 131314 Illawarra Lions Sy 20 1 7 SG Mt Pritchard 2° 1 0 ae ai es 
Northem NSW 6 NSW White 2 Macarthur Rams 8 4 13 161213 Moorebank Sports S20 6s Vs Sydney University De Glals yan 
Open Girls Canterbury Marrickville 8 4 1 3 139. 13 Stanmore Hawks Bil Lala 4 Amcliffe Scots 280N0N2S2E Sm 0 
NSW Blue 3 Northern NSW 0 Fairfield Bulls 8 4:1 3 111313 Dulwich Hill Sie ole, 4s 4: Sydney District 2AOLOR 2 230 S80: 
. Open Boys Easter Suburbs 8 40 4 i1 1112 Hurstville City Minotaurs 3 0 1 2 2 9 1 University Of NSW 2008 Zeiten, 
NSW Blue 2 Southern NSW 1 Ryde City 8 3 1 4 171410 Bathurst '75 3003470 Belmore Hercules 200 2 2 100 
Blacktown CityDemons 8 3 1 4 1615 10 Rockdale. City Suns JOLT e) O) oe 
Sutherland Sharks 8 3 1 4 101510 Auburn United 3003 4 00 UNDER 21s P WD LF A Pt 
Leichhardt Tigers SD 5.1227 Hajduk Wanderers 2200 140 6 
NEW SOUTH WALES Bankstown CityLions 8 1 1 6 8 184 | | UNDER 18s P WD LF AP | | Hills United 2200 41 6 
Manly Warringah 37S (OT O12 = Greystanes 2-270 0 Wis sé 
SUPER LEAGUE: Ist GRADE UNDER 18 P WODLF A Pt Penrith Panthers 330 O922 9 Mt Druitt own Rangers 2 2 0 0 6 1 6 
Blacktown City 4 Bonnyrigg 2 Parramatta Eagles Seed Sie2s 31; 8-16, Rockdale City Suns 32-0 1 8 2 6 | | Sydney District 2EPS 2.6.3 
J Bennett 64 P Dee 49 Blacktown CityDemons 8 4 3 1 178 15 AC United 320174 6 Mt Pritchard 2) Tl er ER ee | 
D Smith 66 C Luff 90 Canterbury Marrickville 8 4 3 f 151015 St George Saints 3201686 Belmore Hercules 2101443 
C Bradley 70/79 Macarthur Rams pase Otel? 13) 15" Bathurst '75 Seat Sarees’ Sydney University 2a O ela. 4 3 
Eastern Suburbs 8 4 2 2 149 14 | | Stanmore Hawks 3 1 0 2 B83 Fraser Park 20022 100 
Bankstown City 4 Central Coast 0 Leichhardt Tigers 842276 14 Illawarra Lions Als O42" "S: 67 3 Hurstville ZSC 2002090 
G Issa 8/82 Bankstown City Lions 8 4 0 4 15 18 12 Hurstville City Minotaus 3 1 0 2 5 8 3 Amcliffe Scots 2002090 
M Lozevski 44m Central Coast 8 3 1-4 121210 Moorebank Sports mS oS ae Sw) University Of NSW 20021 160 
S Van Bentum 61m Ryde City Seb S77 Dulwich Hill 3 O22: S101 
Sutherland Sharks 813 46 136 Auburn United 30031 110 DIVISION THREE: 
Sutherland Sharks 1 Fairfield Bulls 1 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 8 | 2 5 5 165 Trasandinos 9 Maroubra United 0. 
C Hobbs 63 M Borg 72 Fairfield Bulls See S | Goad § DIVISION TWO: Colo Colo | W Sydney Lions 0 
Ist GRADE Hakoah 10 Liverpool City 0 
Macarthur Rams 1 Parramatta Eagles 0 DIVISION ONE: ist GRADE Sydney University 2 Amncliffe Scots 1 Gladesville United 2 Prospect United 1 
I McDonald 82 St George 1 Rockdale City Suns 0 Greystanes 1 Sydney District 1 Camden Tigers 3 White City 0 
: Stanmore Hawks 5 Aubum United 0 Hajduk Wanderers 2 Hurstville 0 The Wanderers 4 Parramatta City 1 
Eastern Suburbs 3 Canterbury 1 AC United 1 - Moorebank Sports 1 Hills United 5 University of NSW 1 
V Mikoutski 36 Zilic 85 Manly Warringah 2 Bathurst '75 0 Mt Druitt Town 2 Mt Pritchard 1 DIVISION FOUR: 
N Imaya 41/47 Hurstville City 3 Illawarra Lions 1 Fraser Park 2 Belmore Hercules 1 Balmain 5 Hawkesbury City 1 
Penrith Panthers 3 Dulwich Hill 0 Prairiewood United 3 CSI Schoficlds 2 
Leichhardt Tigers 1 Ryde City 0 UNDER 21 Holy Cross Ryde 3 Eastern Creek 2 
C Lansdowne 25 UNDER 21: Sydney University 2 Amcliffe Scots 0 Marrickville 3 Granville Greenisland 2 
St George 1 Rockdale 0 Greystanes 5 Sydney District 1 * Auburn Star 2 Sydney Crescent Star 0 
UNDER 21: Stanmore 5 Aubum | Hajduk Wanderers 4 Hurstville ZSC 2 Nepean District 5 White Valley 1 
Bonnyrigg 3 Blacktown City 2 Moorebank 4 AC Utd 3 Hills United 4 University of NSW 0 United Eagles 2 Springwood 1 
Central Coast 2 Bankstown City 1 Manly 3 Bathurst 2 Mt Druitt Town 6 Mt Pritchard 3 
Fairfield Bulls 3 Sutherland Sharks 1 Illawarra 3 Hurstville 1 Fraser Park 6 Belmore Hercules 2 DIVISION FIVE: 
Parramatta Eagles 2 Macarthur Rams 1 Penrith 3 Dulwich Hill } Kellyville Kolts 4 UTS2 
Eastern Suburbs 3 Canterbury Marrickville 0 UNDER 18: Bossy 1 Sporting SCC 1 
Leichhardt Tigers 3 Ryde City 1 UNDER 18: Sydney University | Armcliffe Scots 0 Kosciusko 3 Earlwood Hermes 1 
} Rockdale 4 St George 0 Greystanes 6 Sydney District 1 Sydney United Kings 3 AVA United 1 
UNDER 18: Stanmore 4 Aubum0 . Hajduk Wanderers 4 Hurstville ZSC 0 Lithgow Workmen 4 Macquarie Sports 1 
Blacktown City 5 Bonnyrigg 0 AC Utd 2 Moorebank 1 Hills United 6 University of NSW 1 Liverpool Olympic 4 Homenetmen 3 
Bankstown City 2 Central Coast 1 Manly 5 Hurstville 0 Mt Druitt Town 4 Mt Pritchard 1 
Sutherland Sharks 1 Fairfield Bulls’ 1 Illawarra 5 Hurstville 1 Belmore Hercules 4 Fraser Park 2 WOMENS SUPER LEAGUE: 
Parramatta Eagles 7 Macarthur Rams 0. Penrith 5 Dulwich Hill 1 FIRST GRADE: 
Eastern Suburbs 0 Canterbury Marrickyille 0 FIRST GRADE P WODLEF A Pt Sutherland Sharks 1 Gladesville Ravens 1 
Leichhardt Tigers 1 Ryde City 0 Fraser Park = + Dies 10 0a nO Marconi Fairfield 1 Macarthur Rams 1 
FIRST GRADE P WODLF A Pt Hajduk Wanderers 200) 6 08S: NNSW ITC 4 Shoalhaven 1 
NSW Super League Manly Warringah 3} 3) 010: *}2528ia) Amcliffe Scots Dele (0) 1) 4p 93 NSW Institute 3 Nepean Panthers 1 
FIRST GRADE PWODLFAPt AC United S72 eM0> Sela Hills United Phi THR WES PZ = 23 Central Coast 3 Sydney United 0 
Macarthur Rams 8 6 | 1179 19 Penrith Panthers 3 25h 0% 6 ROR, Mt Pritchard 20) ase aS 
Fairfield Bulls 8 5 2 1 161117 St George Saints 322m 0 Sly Belmore Hercules Peal ea etch SECOND GRADE: 
Blacktown CityDemons 8 5 | 2 168 16 Bathurst "75 320 ot Sh aag Mt Druitt Town Rangers 2 1 0 1 3 3 3 Sutherland Sharks 3 Gladesville Ravens 0 
Bankstown CityLions 8 5 0 3 21 1315 Stanmore Hawks Se1a52'. 0) SIMON: Sydney University 2 A025 45 Marconi Fairfield 1 Macarthur Rams 1 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 8 4 I 3 19 1613 Tlawarra Lions B80 2° 646-3 Hurstville ZSC PRSSTN ory Ue tee) NNSW Academy 6 Shoalhaven 0 
Leichhardt Tigers $8 4 1 3 131013 Hurstville City Minotaurs 3 1 0 2 4 6 3 Ze U Ik VEN a | NSW Academy 7 Nepean Panthers 1 
Canterbury Marrickville 8 3 2 3 151211 Dulwich Hill Ta 0).25 3) Gres 20 1 bt 1 6? Sydney United 4 Central Coast 2 
—— 
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i = itchard 5 CSI Schofields 1 : 2 | 
SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: Caden 1 Ku-Ring-Gai 0 Ujgunovski Angelos NATIONA UTH LEAGUE 
GRADE 13: Hajduk 3 Hawkesbury 0 Emsovski 
Leichhardt Tigers 5 Macarthur Rams 0 Moorebank 0 Mt Druitt 0 PR. ri Bentleigh Gi I NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE: 
Sydney United 1 Gladesville Hornsby 1 paactaour ae eauelgn Greens Northem Division 
Parramatta Eagtes 1 Wollongong Wolves 1 GRADE 16: Kakos Nilo Round 16: 
Southern Districts 1 * Eastern Suburbs 1 Nepean 3 Granville 1 - \ Marconi Fairfield Colts 3 Sydney United Colts 0 
Newcastle Breakers 1 Marconi Fairfield Macquarie 5 Parramatta 3 | Springvale 3 Melbourne Raiders 0 Round 26: : 
Sutherland Sharks 1 Central Coast 0 | Mt Pritchard 5 CSI Schofields 1 Mihajlovic 2 Norther Spirit 5 Olympic Academy 0 
Southern Branch 4 Manly Warringah 3 | Camden 3 Ku-Ring-Gai | Culibre QAS 5 ACTAS 0 
Blacktown City 5 Sydney Olympic 1 Hajduk 2 Hawkesbury 0 fl AIS 1 Marconi Fairfield 0 
Mt Druitt 7 Moorebank 1 Sunshine 1 St Albans 0 Sydney Olympic 6 Sydney United Colts 4 
GRADE 14: De La Plata Wollongong Wolves 13 Wolves Colts 0 
Leichhardt Tigers 3 Macarthur Rams I CADET LEAGUE: DIVISION ONE ; Newcastle Breakers 2 NSWIS 1 
Gladesville Hornsby 3 Sydney United 2 GRADE 11: | Flaying Monday 29 March e Northern Spirit Colts 2. Marconi Colts | 
Wollongong Wolves 4 —_ Parramatta Eagles 1 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 4 Parramatta City 3 ulleen Fawkner Blues Souther Division 
Southern Districts 2 Eastern Suburbs 1 St George 2 Marconi Fairficld 1 Westvale Green Gully Round 26: 
Marconi Fairfield 3 Newcastle Breakers 1 Macarthur Rams 3 Parramatta Eagles 1 | Bulleen Inter 1 South Melbourne 0 
Sutherland Sharks 2 Central Coast 1 Canterbury Marrickville 5 Eastern Suburbs 0 VIS 1 Gippsland Falcons 1 
Southern Branch 2 Manly Warringah 1 Leichhardt Tigers 2 Ryde City 0 }QUEENSLAND si Carlton 5 Melbourne Knights 4 
Blacktown City 2 Sydney Olympic 0 
GRADE 12; 
GRADE 15: : St George 1 Marconi Fairfield 0 QUEENSLAND PREMIER LEAGUE . 
Macarthur Rams 1 Leichhardt Tigers 1 Parramatta Eagles 5 © Macarthur Rams 2 vat a Unie OMNe NATIONAL LEAGUE } 
| Sydney United 1 Gladesville Homsby 1 Eastern Suburbs 5 Canterbury Marrickville ‘Cowoomba United 0 {te Gravatt 5 
Parramatta Eagles 1 Wollongong Wolves 1 0 Brisbane City 2 Rochedale Rovers ROUND 26 
Southern Districts 3 Eastern Suburbs 0 Leichhardt Tigers 4 Ryde City 1 Ipswich Knights 4 Wynnum 1 Northem Spirit 1 South melbourne 0 
Marconi Fairfield 5 Newcastle Breakers 0 Gold Coast 1 Bundaberg Waves 1 Marusic 10 
Central Coast 1 Sutherland Sharks 1 DIV TWO:'GRADE 11 Brisbane Lions | Taringa Rovers 1 Venue: North Sydney Oval 
Manly Warringah 3 Southem Branch 1 Stanmore 2 Hajduk 2 L Crowd: 16,543 
Blacktown City 3 Sydney Olympic 1 Hawkesbury 2 Moorebank 1 ; P PWODL F A Pis.| | Referee: M Shield 
Penrith 7 Mt Druitt 0 Brisbane Lions Sms: ICON? 9 TE 
GRADE 16: ACU 8 Hurstville 1 Rochedale Rovers 6 5 0 1 206 15 | | Brisbane Strikers 3 Canberra Cosmos 1 
Leichhardt Tigers 3 Macarthur Rams 0 Hills Utd 2 Mt Pritchard 1 Taringa Rovers 6 3°12 104 10 | | xnipe 27, 87 De Jesus 86 
Sydney United 3 Gladesville Hornsby 2 Mlawarra 5 Macquarie 3 Brisbane City 5-3 02 119 9 Meredith 71 
Parramatta Eagles 2 Wollongong Wolves 0 Ipswich Knights 6 3 03 10109 | | Venue: Suncorp Stadium 
Southem Districts $_ Eastern Suburbs 2 GRADE 12: BUNT AD CTEM sacs 6 2 22 10108 | | Crowd: 3,454 
Neweastle Breakers 3. Marconi Fairfield | Stanmore 1 Hajduk 0 Gold Coast OR? Fs 101518 Referee: M Breeze 
Sutherland Sharks 4 Central Coast 1 Hawkesbury 0 Moorebank 0 wal Great Se 25 HIS) 
Manly Warringah 4 Southern Branch 1 Penrith 3 Mt Druitt 1 Wynnum ; 6 1 05 7 173 Perth Glory 2 Sydney Olympic 2 
Sydney Olympic 3 Blacktown City 0 AC Utd 5 Hurstville 0 Toowoomba United s6)0;8 0165358610 Boutsianis 31 Tsekenis 4 
Hills Utd 4 Mt Pritchard 2 Halpin 90 Carle 84 
DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE: Macquarie 1 Ilawarra 0. DIVISION 1 NORTH ; Venue: Perth Oval 
GRADE 13; | | Uneorgid2 Grange Thistle 0 Crowd: 15,041 
Ryde City 4 Canterbury 1 The Gap 1 Pine Rivers 2 Referee: E Brazzale 
Illawarra Lions 3 Bankstown Assoc 2 VICTORIA North Star 0 Albany Creek | > 
AC United 3 Stanmore Hawks 1 Newmarket @ Easter Suburbs 0 Carlton SC 1 Marconi Fairfield 2 
Blacktown Association 3 Penrith Panthers 1 Bye: Mitchelton Thompson 71 C Gibson 74 
| Rockdale City Suns 1 Bonnyrigg 0 VICTORIAN PROVISIONAL LEAGUE CUP Maloney 86 
St George 2 Hills United 0 27 March PWODL FeA Pts Venue: Olympic Park 
Canterbury Association 8 Fairfield Bulls 2 First Grade Albany Creek 3S ATO) 1315) 45: | Crowd: 1,831 
Newborough 1 Morwell Pegasus 1* Eastern Suburbs 573) 2508 4 Se Referee: E Lennie 
GRADE 14: Templestowe 2 Keilor United 3 Uni Of Qld 6 3.1 2 111010 
Ryde City 8 Canterbury 0 Heatherten United 6 North Sunshine 1 North Star 5302 149 9 Wollongong Wolves 2 — Adclaide Sharks 0 
Bankstown Association 2 Illawarra Lions 2 Brandon Park 5 Meadow Park 1 Pine Rivers Si 22 le rary: Horsley 30 
AC United 3 Stanmore Hawks 0 Northern United 1 North Glenroy 3 Newmarket Sp 20 SZ Oe Quennet 90 
Penrith Panthers 1 Blacktown Assoc I Hoppers Crossing | Endeavour United 3 Mitchelton Sy 1 pes abe Venue: Brandon Park 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1Rockdale City Suns 0 Somerton City 3 Monbulk 1 Grange Thistle CMO R24” 7 15a Crowd: 3,100 
St George 2 Hills United 0 Whittlesea United 1 Uni of Melbourne 2 The Gap 601 5 14241 Referee: C Diomis 
Canterbury Association 2 Fairfield Bulls 0 Keon Park 2 Dandenong 1 
Waverley 2 Mill Park 1 DIVISION 1 SOUTH Adelaide City 0 Gippsland Falcons 0 
GRADE 15: Brimbank City 1 North Reservoir 3 Capalaba 5 Inala City 2 Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium 
Ryde City 5 Canterbury 0 Thornbury United 1 Newport United 2 Souths United 1 Redlands United 1 Crowd: 5,426 
IHawarra Lions 3 Bankstown Assoc 1 Brunswick City 5 Noble Park 0 Beenleigh 2 Olympic United 1 Referee: B Hugo 
AC. United 2 Stanmore Hawks 0. Dandenong Inter 3 Darebin United 2 Bye: Acacia Ridge 
Penrith Panthers | Blacktown Assoc | Latrobe University 3 West Preston 1 PWODLF A Pts Melboume Knights 1 Newcastle Breakers 
Bonnyrigg 2 Rockdale City Suns 0 Second Grade Rocklea United 4400 198 i2 0 
Hills United 3 St George 0 Newborough 2 Morwell Pegasus 1 Capalaba 4 800 iie ALD: Susa 24 
Fairfield Bulls 3 Canterbury Assoc 2 Templestowe 1 Keilor United 2 Souths United 52 1 28Stee ay Venue: Knights Stadium 
Heatherton United 0 North Sunshine 2 Slacks Creek S72 2 ere, 7. Crowd: 2,091 
GRADE 16: Brandon Park T Meadow Park 0 Redlands United Ee | ms in Oe Referee: G Connolly 
Ryde City 5 Canterbury | Northern United 2 North Glenroy 1 Inala City 5 lol) SBTC 
Bankstown Assoc 2 Illawarra Lions 1 Hoppers Crossing 1 Endeayour United 2 |, Beenleigh Sl. 1 SBSRiS Ts 
AC United 6 Stanmore Hawks 2 Somerton City 1 Monbulk 4 Olympic United 410369 3 
Blacktown Association I Penrith Panthers 0 Whittlesea United 1 Uni of Melbourne 4 Acacia Ridge 40224 112 
Rockdale City Suns 2 Bonnyrigg 2 Keon Park 0 Dandenong § 
Hills United 1 St George 1 Waverley 2 Mill Park 1 
Fairfield Bulls 1 Canterbury Assoc 0 Brimbank City*1 North Reservoir 1* ILLAWARRA 
> Thombury United 1 Newport United 0 
DIVISION TWO: Brunswick City 3 Noble Park 1 BAMPTON CUP ? 
GRADE 13: Dandenong Inter 0 Darebin United 7 Round 1: March 27 
Nepean Association 3 Granville Association 0 Latrobe University 1 West Preston 2 Sheitharbour City 2 Highlands United 3 g~s 
Macquarie Sports 4 Parramatta City 0 * won on penalties after extra time. Shoalhayen City 1 Wollongong Olympic 2 = 
Mt Pritchard 3 CSI Schofields 0 University 3 Balgownie Rangers 1 
Camden Tigers 1 Ku-Ring-Gai Assoc 1 VICTORIAN PREMIER LEAGUE: Firsts Cringila Lions 4 Dapto 2 
Hawkesbury City 3 Hajduk Wanderers 3 March 22: Round 8 Bulli2 Coniston Lions 1 a 
Mt Dmitt Town 7 Moorebank Sports 1 Melbourne Raiders 1 Westvale 0 Port Kembla 2 Femhill 0 3 
Green Gully 1 Bulleen Inter Kings 1 Kiama 0. Warilla Wanderers] 7 
GRADE 14: White Eagles Beilambi 
Granville Association 2 Nepean Association 1 March 27/28: Round 9 | Helensburgh Thistle Shellharbour United J 
Macquarie Sports 2 Parramatta City I Altona Magic 5 South Dandenong I lawarra United Picton Rangers 
Mt Pritchard I CSI Schofields 1 Micevski Mesensof Tarrawanna 5 Oaks Flat Amateurs 0 
Ku-Ring-Gai 2 Camden 1 Todorovski Western Suburbs 1 Kemblawarra 4 
Hajduk 3 Hawkesbury 1 Sapalovski Albion Park 2 South Coast United 1 
Mt Druitt 4 Moorebank 0. Velkovski Corrimal leagues Club —_St Elias Cedas 
Trifumoy Lysaghts 1 2 Northern United 2 
GRADE 15: 2 a. || 
Nepean 4 Granville 1 Preston Lions 2 Altona East I 
Parramatta 2 Macquarie 0 
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